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Oe, 


Have endeavoured in this Tranſlation 
1 to keep as near the Original as I could 
without hurting my lang uage; after 1 
had finiſhed my own, I met with an 
Engliſh one tranſlated from the French 
of Madam Dacier, the expreflions of 
which ſeem varied from the Greek, and 
accommodated to the turn of Madam 
Dacier's French, which language is 
much leſs capable than our own of re- 
preſenting the cloſe and ſimple manner 
of writing of the Ancients. 

The bulineſs of a Tranſlator I will 
put down in the words of Monſ. de 
Tourreil. Now a tranſlator, ſays he, 
80 properly ſpeaking, i is no other than a 

M_ painter, 


[ Xviii ] 

ce painter, who deals in copying. And 
ere every copyer that miſplaces but the 
out- lines. or faſhions them after his 
« own liking, is unfaithful. He errs in 
ce the firſt ſerting out, proceeds againſt 
« his own plan, for want of remember- 
« jng that all he has to do is to produce 
« a likeneſs, and if he fails of that, he 
does nothing. For my part then, I 
« have my model, and I cannot follow 


c him too cloſely. Whether therefore 


« ] extend or enlarge what he cuts ſhort 
«or abridges, whether I load with orna- 
ments what he leaves plain, tarniſh his 
« beauties, or cover his. faults ; in ſhort, 
« wherever I depart from his character 
«in the words J put into his mouth, 


ait is no longer him but myſelf that 1 
c deſcribe; I "deceive under a borrowed _ 
cc appearance, and am no longer a tranſ- 


« Jator, but an original“. 

Different people have Wipe ideas 
of the duty of a tranſlator: the ſentiments 
of the above gentleman on this ſubject 
exactly agree with mine; and I hope I 
have not entirely loſt the ſpirit to pre- 
{crve me meh, , 
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Socrates tells us in the beginning of 
his Apology, that he has no other view 
in addreſſing himſelf to his judges, than 
to declare to them the truth, and that he 
is more intent upon chings than words. 
He ſtudied not to deliver himſelf in chat 
ſublime kind of Eloquence, which pr 


valled ſo much at Athens, and determi 


ed almoſt every thing in their councils 
and afſemblies. The ſtile he fpeaks in 
has a plainneſs and ſimplicity in it, and 
a venerable air of antiquity, which ] 
have endeavoured to preſerve in my 


_ tranſlation, and how far I have facoraes, 5 
this mult be decided by thoſe, who are 
properly qualified to pronounce. upon it. 


I have written ſome Notes to illuſtrate 


the e Apology, and have added a Poſtſcript, 


ſhewing the want which the Heathens 
had of a clearer revelation of God's will. 
Tis with this diſpoſition we ſhould ſtudy 


the ancient Philoſophers, for if we take 
up with them, and ſtop there, we wander 
in the inextricable mazes of deiſm, and 


continue to want the true food of our 
ſouls, the grace and fayour of God at- 


I ſhall 
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„„ 
I ſhall conclude this Preface in the 
words of Dr. Clarke. © There is now, 


lays he, no ſuch thing, as a conſiſtent 
ſcheme of deiſm in the world. The 
Heathen Philoſophers, thoſe few of them, 
who taught and lived up to the obliga- 


tions of natural religion, had indeed a 


conſiſtent ſcheme of religion ſo far as it 


went; and they were very brave and 
wiſe men, if any of them could keep 
{ſteady and firm to it, But the caſe 1s 


not ſo now. The ſame ſcheme of deiſm 


is not any longer conſiſtent with its own 


principles, if it does not lead men to em- 
brace and believe revelation, as it then 


taught them to hope for it.“ 


In a word; thoſe, who now do not 


embrace revelation, are not ſuch men as 


Socrates and Plato were, who with reve- 


rence and modeſty promoted the eternal 


decrees of God in the reformation of 
mankind. 
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W find Socrates ſaying in the 
eleventh Section of his Apology, 


That calumny had before killed many 


other good men, and that he thought it 


would {till do ſo. Calumny was the firſt 
piece of wicked policy that ever was 


practiſed in the world; the devil by de- 

tracting from the goodneſs and veracity 
o F God, ſtrove to accompliſh his miſchie- 
vous deſign of deſtroying the whole race 
of mankind. And St. Juſtin tells us, as 
cited in a diſcourſe on Plato by Madam 
Dacier, „That the evil angels ſeeing So- 

crates endeavoured to reclaim men from 
giving them religious worſhip, fo ordered 
Þb3 the 
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Nu 
the matter by means of men who were 
corrupt, and took pleaſure in vice, that 


this righteous man was put to death as 
if he had been an impious perſon, that 


lived without God in the world, and in- 
troduced new Gods.” Socrates indeed 
could not be reconciled to the Theology 
of the Poets, who repreſent quarrels, 
animoſities, and wars among the Gods; 
he could not believe with the people 
thoſe fabulous ſtories about Jupiter put- 
ting his father Saturn in chains, becauſe 
he devoured his children. On the con- 
trary, he always ſtrove with the utmoſt 
fincerity to have a right underſtanding in 


divine matters, and to be well inſtructed 
in religion; on this account Melitus ac- 
cuſed him of being profane and impious, 


and introducing new opinions about the 
Deity. On the ſame unjuſt grounds did 


he accuſe him of corrupting the youth; 


ſince Plato introduces Socrates laying, 
in his Dialogue entitled Theages, That 
advice is a ſacred thing, and if it is ſacred 
in all other occaſions of lite, it is much 
more ſo about the care of youth; for of 
all things o on which a man can als advice, 

there 


| xxur Þ 
there is nothing more divine than that. 
which reſpects the education of children. 


His acculation of him for being conver- 


ſant in ſuſpected ſciences, and perverting 
juſtice, were equally untrue; for Socrates 
ſought not ſo much to teach men natural 
philoſophy, as to give them exalted ide- 


as, and to engage them in the purſuit of 


their true happineſs; he therefore did 
not approve of detaining the mind too 
much upon outward objects, and oy 


cauſes, as that would hinder it, he 
thought, from raiſing itſelf up 8 'Gog, 
who is the only true and firſt cauſe of 


all things. And as to his perverting 
Juſtice; Socrates had indeed a great abi- 
View in conſidering ſubjects on all fides, 


O 
and reaſoning and diſcourſing upon them 


for and againſt ; this his enemies charged 


him with abuſing in favour of injuſtic ce, 
tho' he conſtantly employed it in the 


cauſe of Juſtice and truth. But the true 


ground of all their hatred and enmity 
againſt him, was the liberty with which 
he reproved their vices, For we find, 
the principal of his accuſers were men of 
vicious and corrupt lives, who thro' 


their prejudice laughed at his morality, 
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of his life, how admir ably he ſupported 
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and wanted to get rid of him, thinking 
by that means to free themſelves from 


rendering an account of their lives and 


actions to any one, as Socrates himſelf 
tells us in his Apology. Mellitus, the 


chief of his accuſers, was a young man 


of the town of * Pittheus, not at all 
known for any thing excellent or pratle - 

worthy, and yet he pretended to accuſe 
this great man of ignorance in the moſt 
important and ſublime matters, and of 
corrupting his companions. Anytus, 
another of his acculers, was a rich man, 

and the firſt that bribed + the judges at 
Athens toward the latter end of the Pe- 
roponneſian war. After the thirty tyrants 
were expelled, and there was an inunda- 
tion of injultice, lIicentioutneſs, and vio- 
lence, Socrates was brought to a trial, 

and fell a ſacrifice to the envy and hatred 
of his enemies. We ſce in this laſt act 


the 
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| 6 As Socrates teils us in the Dialogue calle] 
Eutyphron. | 


"x Plutarch's Life of Cextolanus, 
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the character of an ancient philoſopher; 
he employed not the arts of human elo- 
quence, he did not intreat and ſupplicate 
the judges (as was the cuſtom) in order 
to move their compaſſion, but waited for 
his ſentence quietly and with a manly 
reſignation. He ſpeaks to his judges as 
ne uſed to do in his common diſcourſe, 
with great plainneſs and ſimplicity ; and 
diſcovers thro? his whole defence the no- 
bleſt ſentiments of piety and juſtice. I 
Mall cloſe this introduction with a paſſage 
From Montaign, as cited by Madam 
Dacier in her argument of the Apology. 
<« Do but obſerve, ſays Montaign, by 
what reaſons Socrates rouzes up his cou- 
rage to the hazards of war; with what 
argument he fortifies his paricnce againſt 
: calumny, tyranny, and death, You will 
find nothing in all this borrowed from 
arts and ſciences. The ſimpleſt may 
there diſcern their own means and power. 
Tis not poſſible more to retire, or to 
creep more low. He has done human 
nature a great kindneſs, in ſhewing it how 
much it can do of itſelf. Elis plea is 


plain and pu uerile, but of an unimaginable 
height, 
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height, and offered in the laſt extremity, 


His way of arguing 1s equally admirable 
for its ſimplicity and its force. *Tis an 


_ eaſter matter to ſpeak like Ariſtotle, and 


live like Cæſar, than to ſpeak and live as 
Socrates did. Here lies the greateſt dif- 
ficulty, and the laſt degree of "perfection, 
that no art can improve.“ 
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APOLOGCY 


OP 


JO CRATES, 


SECTION I. 


Socrates proſeſſes himſelf not eloquent, and 


begs that he may employ his uſual Man- 
ner of ſpeaking. 


 TTOW you have been affected, O 


. Athemans, by my acculers, I know _ 


not; I was fo affected by them, that 
I had nearly forgot myſelf, they ſpoke 


ſo perſuaſively, tho? I do aſſure you they 
e © - 


ä 
** —_— 2 — 


truths of the goſpel. 
could not ee by the help of God. 


— 


* Socrates was a Greek Philoſopher, a Man 


of an accompliſhed virtue. Paganiſm never af- 


forded a more admirable example; he was born 
about the year of the world 3481, the 4th year of 


the 7/th Olym piad, and 467 years before the birth 
of Chriſt; he lived 71 years. His opinions had a 


peculiar tendenc r mens minds for the 
e taught, that mankind 
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2 APOLOGY OF SOCRATES. 


ſpoke nothing true. But of the many falſ- 
hoods, which they have aſſerted, I chief- 


ly wonder at one, that they ſhould 


admoniſh you to beware of me, leſt you 


ſhould be deceived by me, as an clo- 


quent ſpeaker, 


And that they ſhould not be aſhamed 


to aſſert this, which I ſhall preſently 


confute in reality, as I am an utter 


ſtranger to eloquence; this ſeemed to me 
above all very ſhameful, unleſs they call 


ſpeaking the truth eloquence. For it 
they ſay this, I confeſs I am an orator, 
but not after their manner. Theſe then, 
as J ſaid before, have ſaid nothing true, 
but from me you ſhall hear all the truth. 


Lou ſhall not indeed, O Athenians, hear 


from me, as from them, a ſpeech dreſſed 
up and adorned with eloquence of words 
and names, but with ſuch words as offer 


themſelves occaſionally. For, I truſt, 


that the things, which I ſhall ſay, are 


Juſt : nor let any of you imagine, that I 
1 ſhall ſpeak otherwiſe; for it would by 


no means become my age, O Athenians, 
to appear before you, as ſchool-boys do, 


with a ſtudied form of words. But this 


= 1 


APOLOGY OF SOCRATES, 3 


1 earneſtly beg and intreat of you, that 
if you ſhould hear me uſe in my Apology 
the ſame words that I uſed in the Forum 
and at the publick Banks, where many 
of you have heard me, as well as in 
other places, that you would not be 
troubled at it: for fo it will be. I ſtand 
now before this Court firſt to be tried, 
being more than ſeventy years of age, 0 
that I am an entire ſtranger to the man- 
ner of ſpeaking uſed in this place. As 
then, if I was a real ſtranger at Athens, 
you would pardon the manner of fpecch 
in which I was brought up, ſo now I 
aſk this of you, as I think, not unjuſtly, 
that you would paſs over my form of 
ſpeech, which may be ſometimes better, 
ſometimes worſe, and conſider this only, 
apply your attention to this, whether 
what I ſay is juſt, or unjuſt; for this is 
the duty of a judge; it is the duty of 
an orator to pcak the truth, 


1 7 1 8 ECT. 
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to perſuade you of the truth of them; 


paſſes in the * heavens, and ſearches 


—— en 
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4 APOLOGY OF SOCRATES. 


SECTION I. 


He divides his accuſers into two ſorts, the 


former and the latter. 


II is juſt, O Athenians, that, in the 
A firſt place, I ſhould anſwer my firſt 
falſe accuſation, and firſt accuſers, and 


afterwards my laſt accuſation, and laſt 


accuſers. For ſeveral amongſt you have 
many years ago falſly accuſed me, whom 
1 fear more than thoſe, who are of Any- 
tus's party, tho? theſe latter are formida- 
ble too; but the others more ſo, my 


countrymen, who have prejudiced man 
of you from your childhood, alledging 
talſhoods againſt me, and endeavouring 


OS 


namely, that there is one Socrates, a 
wile man, who is an obſerver of what 


into 


PIES 


— 


— 


* The people had an averſion to natural Phi- 


 Joſophers, ſuppoſing that they leſſened the divine 


power, by deducing things from natural unde- 
ſigning cauſes and an inevitable neceſſity. Plu- 
tarch's Life of Nicias. 
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APOLOGY OF SOCRATES. +. 
into. every thing in the bowels of the 
earth, and 5 make a bad caule*, a 
good one.”. Theſe my accuſers, O 
Athenians, are formidable, who have 


ſpread ſuch reports of me; for thoſe, who 


hear theſe things, imagine, that enquirers 
into nature do not believe the Gods. 


Many have been my accuſers of this 


ſort, and they have continued a long. 


time, and have perſuaded you at an age, 


when ſome of you were moſt credulous, 
in your childhood or in artleſs youth, 
accuſing a deſerted cauſe, none making 
any defence for it; and what was moft 
unreaſonable of all, it was not poſlible 
to know their names and recite” them, 
except that one of them was a Come- 


dian . And how many were there, 


who thro? envy and calumny perſuaded 
ſome, who being perſuaded themſelves, 
ſome 


* This acenfativh was ſtrangely perverſe, as 


no man had a greater . for 885 than 41 


Socrates, 


7 Meaning Ariſtophanes, who was at the head 
of Socrates's firſt enemies, and had ridiculed him 
im his comedy called the Clouds. | 


B 3 


6 APOLOGY OF SOCRATES. 


perſuaded others! the number of theſe 
are infinite, and cannot be brought into 


judgement, nor confuted, and the mak- 
ing a defence againſt ſuch is like fight- 
ing with a ſhadow, and ſtriving to 
confute, when there are none to anſwer. 


You perceive therefore, my accuſers are 


divided into two ſorts, as I before ſaid, 
thoſe who accuſe me now, and thoſe 
who accuſed me formerly, whom I have 

already deſcribed, and whom you may 
judge, it is neceſſary that I anſwer in the 


firſt place, ſince you have heard them 
longer, and more grievouſly accuſing me, 
than theſe of later date. Well then, 


T muſt defend myſelf, O Athenians, and 
endeavour to remove theſe calumnies in 


ſo ſhort a time, which you have fo long 


conceived againſt me; and I wiſh it 
may be ſo, if it is expedient for you and 
me, and that my Apology may promote 


any farther good; but this, I think, 


is a difficult matter, and I am pretty 


well aware of the ine of it: however, 
may the event be, as it ſhall pleaſe God. 


The law muſt be obeyed, and 1 muſt | 


; prepare for my defence. 


8 EC r. 


APOLOGY OF SOCRATES. +» 


SECTION III. 


He anſwers to thoſe things, which his 
former accujers alledged againſt him. 


E us then repeat from the begin 
5 ning what was the accuſation, on 
which the calumny againſt me was 
founded, that Melitus gave credit to, 
when he arraigned me. Well then, 
what was it they charged me with ? for 
I muſt recite their accuſation as if it had 
been made upon * oath; viz. that So- 
_ crates acts unjuſtly, and too inquiſi- 
tively ſearches into the bowels of. the 


_ earth, and what paſſes in the heavens, 


that * can make a bad cauſe, a good 
one, and moreover that he inſtils theſe 
doftrines ; into others”, Such 1s the ac- 
cuſation, and ſuch you have ſcen in 


Ari 


before a cauſe could be brought to a formal 
trial, both plaintiff and defendant were obliged 
to ſwear that 1257 would advance nothing but 


| truth, Porter J. Co Þo- 


B4 


8 APOLOGY OP SOCRATES, 

Ariſtophanes's comedy, for there you 
have the repreſentation of Socrates car- 
ried about, and ſaying. that he travels 
thro' the air, and many other tr.fles of 


the like fort*, Of which things I 


know neither more nor leſs. Nor do [ 
fay this, as deſpiſing ſuch knowledge, if 
any one is ſkilled in matters of this ſort, 


leſt Melitus ſhould accuſe me of ſo 


great a crime; but becauſe, O Atheni- 
ans, I know nothing of theſe things +, 


And J appeal to many of you as witnef- 


ſes of this, and beg of you to ſhew and 
tell one another, Where at any time you 
have heard me thus diſcourſing, and 
there are many of you preſent, declare it 
therefore, if any of you have at any time 
heard me diſputing on ſuch things either 


more or leſs : and hence you ſhall know 


that there are other ſuch like reports, 
WHICH 


——_——__ 
n 8 - * - _— 
— 


® Socrates hints in the dialogue called Phe. 


don, that it was not uncommon for comedians 


to ridicule things of a ſerious nature, 


+ Socrates conſidering natural Philoſophy as 
more curious than uſeful, applied Ainet, to tra 
| ſtudy of morality. _ 985 


7 


20 
— 


n 
AS, 


APOLOGY OF SOCRATES, 9 
which many ſpread of me, but that 
none of them are true. Neither 13 it 


true, if you have heard of any one, that 
I undertake to teach men, and make a 


gain of it. But even that ſeems to me 
no ſmall honour, 1f any perfon 1s able to 
teach others, like * Gorgias the Leon- 


tine, Prodicus of Ceos, and Hippias the 
Elcan. For each of theſe going to eve- 
ry one of the cities, and addreſſing 


themſelves to the youths of thoſe cities, 
who may follow what diſcipline they 
like beſt in their own country without 
any charge; every one of theſe, I ſay, 
have the x power to perſuade thoſe youths 


to forſake their former diſcipline, and 


tollow them, giving them money, and 


thanks into the bargain. There is alſo 
another wiſe man from Paros, who 1 


find, is come here. And I have met 


with a man, who has ſpent more upon 


Sophiſts than all others, Callias, I 


mean, the on of Hipponicus; and 1 


aſked 


5 


In the dialogue called Theages he ridicules 
the high opinion, which the Athenians had of 
theſe Sophiſts. 
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10 APOLOGY OF SOCRATES, 


aſked him, for he has two ſons. Callias! 


fays I, if your ſons were young horſes 
or oxen, we {ſhould hire one to look 
after them, and teach them thoſe things, 


which are neceſſary for them to do, 
and make them cood and excellent in 


their kind; and there may ſome ſuch 
groom, or huſbandman be found. But 
now as your ſons are men, whom do 
you think to ſer over them? and who is 


endued with the knowledge of human 


and political virtues *? For, I think, as 


you have ſons, you have conſidered 


theſe things. Is there, {aid I, ſuch a 
man, or is there not? there is, ſays he, 


ſuch a one ſurely. Who? ſaid I, and 


from whence is he? and what falary 
does he require? Evenus the Parian, 
ſays he, Socrates! and his wages are five 


+Minz, I judge then Evenus happy, 


it 


. 
8 


Morality among the Ancients included | 
Politicks, or the laws and rights of civil ſocie- 


ties, as well as Ethicke, which teaches the nature 


of virtue and the government of the paſtions, 


Plutarch's life of Solon, 


1 50 Crowns. 
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APOLOGY OF SOCRATES, II 
if he has really this art, and teaches 1t 
diligently. For I alſo ſhould boaſt, 
and ſet much ſtore by myſelf, it I knew 
theſe things. But in truth, O Atheni- 
ans, I do not know them. 


SECTION IV. 


He ſhews what gave riſe to their calumnies. 


8 one then perhaps may aſk, 


what have you being doing? mg 


tes! and whence did theſe *calumnies 


ariſe againſt you? For certainly unlets 
you had done ſomething uncommon, 
and more than the reſt of mankind, 

there could not be ſuch a fame, and | ach 
a talk about you. Tell us therefore 
what it is, that we may not judge raſhly 
of you. Whoever ſpeaks thus, ſeems to 
me to demand nothing more than what 
is juſt. And I will endeavour to explain 


what it is, that has got me ſuch a name, 
and lo much calumny. Attend then; 


and 


12 APOLOGY OF SOCRATES. 
and perhaps {ome of you will think 


J am jeſting; but, know aſſuredly, I will 
declare to you all the truth. Verily, O 


Athenians, for nothing elſe have I got 
this name, but for a certain ſort of 
wiſdom; what wiſdom ? It may perhaps 


be called human * Wiſdom; for in this I 
appear to be really wiſe ; but thoſe, 


whom ] lately mentioned, have perhaps 
ſomething greater than human wiſdom, 
or ſomething that I have not, ſhall I ſay, 
for I am not endued with it: and if any 
one ſays I am poſſeſſed of it, he ſays it 
falſely, and to my prejudice. But do 


not be troubled at it, O Athenians, if 1 


ſeem to ſay ſomething g great to you, for 
J will not fay it on my own word only, 


but I will bring a witneſs worthy of 


credit, If then I have any wiſdom, 


ſuch as it is, I bring as a witneſs for it 


the Delphian 1 Lou undoubt- 
celdly 


* Becauſe no one underſtood human nature 
better than he, which knowledge 1s preferable 


to ſettling the diſtance of the planets, and com- 


puting the times of their circumvolutions. 


APOLOGY OF SOCRATES. 13 
tdly knew * Chærephon, who was my 
companion from my youth, and a friend 
Z to the whole people of Athens, he + un- 
deerwent the ſame baniſhment with you, 
|: 105 together with you returned to the 
1 . You know very well what ſort of a 
man Chzrephon was, and how warmly 
E he intereſted himſelf in whatever he un- 
5 dertook. He went once to 4 Delphi, and 

; ventured to conſult the oracle. And do 
not take ill, my countrymen, what I am 
going to ſay ; he aſked if there were any {| 
one wiſer than me? The 5 Pythia an- | 
ſwered, that there was no one viſer. g 
And concerning theſe things his brother 
will teſtify, ſince he himlelf is dead. 


2G on- 


— The Engliſh t os from! Madam Dacier 
E has rendered this paſſage, as if Chzrephon were 
F till a live. 
+ He means here thoſe, who retired from A- 
thens to Phyle, a ſtrong caſtle on the frontiers of 
Attica, which they fortified and defended againſt 
the thirty tyrants, whom the Lacedzmonians 
had ſet over the city. : 
t Delphi was a city of Phocis in Greece, and 
'famous for a temple, where Apollo uttered his 
moſt celebrated oracles. 


= 9 Theprietel of Apollo was i called, Porter, | 
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14 APOLOGY OF SOCRATES. 


Conſider then on what account I ſay 
theſe things, viz. that I may declare to 
you from whence this calumny aroſe 
againſt me; for when I heard theſe 
things, | thought thus with myſelf, 
what does the oracle ſay? and what can 
it mean? for I was not conſcious to my- 
ſelf of being wile, either more or leſs. 


What then can 1t mean ? when 1t aſſerts, 
that J am the wiſeſt. For certainly it 


cannot ſpeak any falſhood, this we may 


not believe of the oracle. Thus I was 


long in doubt about the meaning of it; 
and at length with much difficulty I 
applied my Telf to this kind of enquiry. 


1 went to one of thoſe, who ſeem to be 
wiſe; that here, if any where, I might 
: confute the divination, and ſhew by the 


oracle, that, that perſon was wiſer than 
me; tho' you *ſaid I was the wiſeſt. 


While therefore ] was examining this 


man: (it is not neceſlary to mention his 


name, but he was one of the Politicians) 


while 


* By you 1 imagine, is mean't me priefteſs. 
The Engliſh tranſlation from Madam Dacier has 
left out this Sentence. 
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APOLOGY OF SOCRATES, 15 
while I was examining, and diſputing 
with him, I found the matter to be thus; 
O Athenians, I ſaw that that man ſeemed 
to many others to be wile, and eſpecially 
to himſelf, tho' he was not ſo; then 1 
endeavoured to Convince him, that he 
thought himſelf wiſe, when he was not. 
On which account I rendered mylelt 
odious to him, and many, who were pre- 
lent, Therefore as I was going away, 
I made this reflection with myſelf, I cer- 
tainly am wiſer than this man; for it 
appears, that neither of us know any 
thing of the beautiful * and good; he 
indeed thinks he knows ſomething of i it, 
when he does not; I am then ſo far 
wiſer than this man, that I do not think 
1 know thoſe things, which I know not. 
After this, I went to another of thoſe, 
ho were accounted wiſer than him; and 

upon examining that perſon, I paſſed the 
{ame judgement 9 725 him; ſo I got his 
hatred, and that o many others. 


SECT- 


* 


"OR . . ** 


2 By the beautiful and good, hed means virtue 
and true wiſdom. 


1 
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SECTTON:Y. 


He ſhews what Method he took to confute 
I peir calumntes, 


HEN from theſe I went afterwards 

to others, tho', being ſenſible of 
the hatred I had raiſed againſt me, I 
proceeded with ſome fear and concern. 
Let it appeared to me neceſſary to prefer 
the divine oracle before all things, and to 
go about ſtil] try ing to find out what the 
oracle meant; and in order to this, to 


apply to all thoſe, who ſeemed to know 
any thing. And verily, O Athenians, 


(for I ought to ſpeak the truth to you) 


upon ſtrict enquiry in obedience to the 
oracle, I found things much in this man- 


ner; that tlioſe, who were moſt approved 


of in the opinions of men, appeared to me 


to be very deficient in point of true 
wiſdom: and that thoſe, who were leaſt 
eſteemed, had moſtly the greateſt ſhare 
of real prudence. It is worth while to 
| relate to you the reſearches, and pains 
that 


327 


* 
OL 


APOLOGY OF SOCRATES. 17 
that I took (like one that works at hard 
labour) in order to determine the mean- 
ing of the Oracle concerning me in ſuch 
a manner, that 1t might be clear and 
inconteſtible. After going to the Poli— 
ticians, I went to. the Poets, the writers 
of tragedics and dithyrambics * and 
others, as ſuppoſing myſelf here un- 
doubtedly more ignorant than they. 
Taking therefore thoſe poems of theirs, 
on which they ſeemed to have beſtowed 
the molt pains, I enquired into their 

ſenſe and meaning, that at the ſame 

time I might learn ſomething or them. 
And I am aſhamed to declare the truth 
to you, my countrymen, yet I muſt. 
declare it, and do aſſure you, that almoſt 
all thoſe, who were preſent, ſpoke better 
than them on thoſe ſubjects, winch they 
had written upon. 1 toon therefore 
perceived this of the Poets, that they did 
not compole their works 1⁰ much by a 
ſtrength of wiſdom, as by nature and a 
cer- 


— 


»Theſe bows or dithyrambi were performed 
in honour of Bacchus with muſick to which the 
chorus danced, | | 

C 


18 APOLOGY OF. SOCRATES, 


certain kind of inſpiration“, like pro- 
phets and diviners; for theſe ſay many 
and excellent things, of which they know 
nothing themſelves: in ſome ſuch man- 
ner the Poets ſeemed to me to be affected. 
And moreover they thought themſelves 
on account of their poetick art, wiſer 


than the reſt of mankind in other things, 


tho' they were not, I left them then 


with the ſame opinion, that I had of the 


Politicians. And laſtly; I went to the 
Artificers, being conſcious to myſelt, that 
J knew nothing of their trade, as I may 
lay; but I thought they were ſkilled in 
many and excellent things; nor was I 
deceived in this, for they knew things, 
which I knew not, and ſo far they were 
wiſer than me. But I found, O Athe- 
mans, the beſt Artificers to have the ſame 
fault, which the Poets had; for, becauſe 
they underſtood their own art well, they 
imagined they underſtood every thing 


elſe, 


*.A poet muſt have a peculiar gift of nature, 


he cannot be made * art alone. 
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AFOLOGY OF SOCRATES. 19 


elſe, even the higheſt matters“; and this 


error of theirs obſcured that degree of 


wiſdom, which they had. Wherefore if 
I was to aſk myſelf in the place of the 


Oracle, which I would chule, to be as I 
am, neither Knowing what they know, 


nor be ignorant with them, or have both 


theſe which they have? I would anſwer 
myſelf and the Oracle, It is better to be 


as Jam. 


i:ſelf, 


* Socrates fays, 3 in the Galogie called the Firſt 
Alcibiades, that no one of any trade or profeſſion 
is a wiſe man by his art only, and he proves this 
again in the Second Alcibiades. 85 
+ Socrates had a learned ignorance that knows 


bs SECT: 


20 APOLOGY OF SOCRATES. 


SECTION VI. 


He fhews from whence he raiſed the enmity 
of many againſt him. 


Þ this enquiry, O Athenians, 
arole many bitter and grievous en- 
mities againſt me, irom whence many 
calumnies enſued; however I got the 


,ame of being a wiſe man, becaule thoſe, 


who were preſent, thought I muſt tho- 
roughly underitand thoſe things, Con- 
cerning which J could confutè others. 
But it appears, O Athenians, that God 
only is truly wiſe, and this is what he 
would ſhew by this Oracle, viz. that 
human wildom 3s to be eſteemed as little 


or nothing; and he ſeems for this pur- 


pole to mention Socrates, uſing my 
name as an example as 1 he ſhould 


ſay, he, O ye people, 1s the wiſeſt, who, 
like Socrates; knows that his wiſdom is 


really nothing worth. I ſtill go about 
therefore, in "obedience to the Oracle, 


making diligent enquiry, and applying 


myſelf 
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ApOLOGY OF SOCRATES. 21 
myſelf to every one, whether citizen or 
foreigner, whom 1 think to be wile, and 
if I find kim otherwiſe, in concurrence 
with the Oracle I prove him not to be ſo, 
And on account of this conſtant en- 
gagement, I am not able to do any 
thing worth mentioning, either in pub- 
hck affairs, or in my own private 
concerns, but am in extreme poverty for 
the ſervice of God *. Moreover, the 
youths, who follow me of their own 
accord, having affluent fortunes and 
leifure, take a pleaſure in hearing me 
confute the reſt of mankind, and often 
imitate me afterwards in examining 


others; and by this means, I believe, 


they find no ſmall number of men, who 
think they know ſomething, when they 
know little or nothing; on this accoun 
therefore, thoſe, who are examined by 


them, are angry at me, not at them, 
and ſay, there 1s One Socrates. a moſt 
infamous man, who corrupts the youth; 


and if any one aſks them, by doing 
. 8 and 


3 hs 


* Socrates means the pains he took to ſhew, 


that man's wiſdom is nothing worth. 
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and teaching what? they are at a loſs, 


and ſhew themſelves ignorant; and left 


they ſhould be quite deſtitute of matter, 


they fly to thole objections, which are 


commonly made to Philoſophers, and 


ſay, that he ſearches into what paſſes 
in the heavens, and the bowels of the 
earth, believes not the gods, and can 
make a bad cauſe, a god one; they 
wilfully, I think, omit the true reaſon, 
that they are angry at being expoſed for 
pretending to know, what they do not 
know : ſo being, I ſuppoſe, an ambitious, 


violent, and large party, they have, as it 


were, by a kind of conſpiracy, joined 


their powers. of Rhetorick to perſuade _ 


and prejudice you againſt me, both 
formerly and now, by bitter calumnies; 
and to theſe have added themſelves, 
Melitus, and Anytus, and Lycon; Me- 
litus is incenſed againſt me in behalf of 
the Poets; Anytus for the Artificers, 


and Politicians: and Lycon on account 


of the Orators. Wheretore, as I ſaid at 


the firſt, I ſhould wonder, if I could 


alter your opinion founded on ſuch, and 


{0 great calumnies, in 10 ſhort a time. 
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APOLOGY OF SOCRATES. 23 
Theſe things, O Athenians, which 1 
have delivered to you, are true, neither 
have I“ omitted any thing, or conccaled 
any thing from you, either more or leſs, 
tho' I pretty well knew, that by doing 
this I ſhould bring a greater odium upon 
me; and this is a ſign, that what I have 
ſpoke to you 1s true, and that the 
calumny and acculation againſt me is as 
[ have told you: and if now, or at any 
other time, you enquire into theſe 
things, you will find them to be exactly 
10. "Concerning therefore thole things, 
which my Brit accuſers laid to my 
charge, let this be a ſufficient Apology 
to you. . 


* He made his defence with ſo much fi; 1 


city, chat he ſpoke rather like an accuſer chan a 
priſoner. 
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and teaching what? they are at a loſs, 
and ſhew themſelves ignorant; and left 


they ſhould be quite deſtitute of matter, 


they fly to thoſe objections, which are 
commonly made to Philotophers, and 
ſay, that he ſearches into what paſſes 
in the heavens, and the bowels of the 
earth, believes not the gods, and can 


make a bad cauſe, a god one; they 


wilfully, I think, omit the true reaſon, 
that they are angry at being expoſed for 
pretending to know, what they do not 
know : ſo being „I ſuppoſe, an ambitious, 


violent, and large party, they have, as it 


were, by a kind of conſpiracy, joined 
their powers of Rhetorick to perſuade 
and prejudice you againſt me, both 
formerly and now, by bitter calumnies 


and to theſe have added themlelves, 
Melitus, and Anytus, and Lycon; Me- 
litus is incenſed againſt me in behalf of 


the Poets; Anytus for the Artificers, 


and Politicians: and Lycon on account 
of the Orators. Wherefore, as I ſaid at 


the firſt, I ſhould wonder, if I could 


alter your opinion founded on ſuch, and 


lo great calumnies, in ſo ſhort a time. 
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APOLOGY OF SOCRATES. 23 
Theſe things, O Athenians, which I 
have delivered to you, are true, neither 
have I“ omitted any thing, or conccaicd 
any thing from you, either more or le 15, 
tho' I pretty well knew, that by doing 
this I ſhould bring a greater odium upon 
me; and this 1s a ſign, that what I have 
ſpoke to you is true, and that the 
calumny and accuſation againſt me is as 


1 have told you: and if now, or at any 
other time, you enquire into theſe 


things, you will find them to be exactly 
ſo. "Concerning therefore thole things, 
which my firit accuſers laid to my 
charge, let this be a ſufficient Apology 
to you. - 1 


* He made his defence with ſo much fi; pk. 


city, chat he ſpoke rather like an acculer than a 


priſoner. 
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SECTION VII. 


Paſſing to his latter accuſers, Anytus and 


Melitus, wwho bring him now io a trial, 
he ſhews againſt the former part of the 
libel, that Mel itus neither cared for, nor 
ander/iood the education of youth. 


Will endeavour next to anſwer 15 
worthy Melitus, and (as he ca 
himſelf) a lover of his co untry, and 505 
reſt of my accuſers. And again, as they 


| arefreſhacculers, Imuſt recite the accuſa- 
tion they made upon oath; 1; and it was near- 


ly thus. © Socrates acts anjuttly, corrupt- 
ing the youth, and not holding the fame 
gocls, as the city does, but other new 


demons”, Such 15 the accuſation, and 
IJ will examine every Part of it. He 
 fays then, that I act un juſtly | Dy corrupt- 
ing the youth. I fay on the other hand, 


O Athenians, that Melitus acts unjuſtly, 
becauſe he purpoſciy TS too raſhly 


ringing men into judgement, pretend- 
ing 
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APOLOGY OF SOCRATES. 25 


ing to be very anxious about, and to 
take care of thoſe things, which he 
never. had the leaſt regard for. And 
that this 1s fo, I will endeavour to ſhew 


you. Come then, Melitus! tell me, 


have you taken the greateſt care, that the 
youth ſhould be made better? Melitus, 
[ have, Socrates. Inform us then 


who makes them better? for certainly 
you muit know who it is, ſince you take 


o much care about it. For find ing me, 
as you ſay, a corrupter of them, you 
bring me before th e judges, and accuic 


me 0 them. Sons then, inform us, 


ho makes the youth beiter „ hew us 


Who it is. What, you are ſilent, Melitus! 
you ſee you have nothing to ſay. But 


docs not this appear ſhametul 10 you? 
and ſufficie 115 prove what I ſaid, that 


you have taken no care about it. But 


tell Us, nd I wid makes them 


24 


better ? Mc 1 The laws. Soc. I do not 
aſk that, worthy Sir, I aſk who is it 
knows this firſt neceſliry ſtep, the laws? 
Mel, Theſe judges, Socra ates 8 oc. What 


do you ſay then Meli tus? that theſe 
judges can inſtruct the vouth, and make 


5 them 
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them better ?.: Mel. They can. Soc. 

What all the judges? or that ſome can, 
and ſome can not? Mel. They all 
can. Soc. You ſpeak weil by Juno, 
and mention a fine number of thoſe, 
who profit the youth. But what? can 


this audience make them better? or can 


it not? Mel. Yes it can. Soc. Do 
the Senators too? Mel. Yes the Sena- 
tors. Soc. But, Melitus, do not thoſe 

who harangue in the publick aſſemblies 
corrupt the youth or do thele all make 


them better? Mel. Yes all. Soc. All, 
it ſeems, O Athenians, make them good 


and excell ent, except me, I alone <or- 
rupt them. Do you ſay this? Mel. 
Yes I do, and that heartily too, Soc. 


"FJ 04- condemn me very unfortunately. 


Anſwer me this? Do you think it the 


ſame with regard to horſes ? Do all men 
make them better, and that there is only 


one who ſpoils them? or is it not quite 
the contrary, that there is but one who 
is able to make them better? or are 
there not very tew good jockeys, but a 
great many, who, if they meddle with 
them, and uſe them, poll them? Is not 
this 
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APOLOGY or SOCRATES. 27 


this true, Melitus, both of horſes, and of 


all other animals? entirely fo, whether 
you and Anytus do, or do not allow it, 
The young men have certainly a pecu- 


Har happineſs, if one only corrupts them, 


and all others improve them. But, 


Melitus, you ſufficiently declare, that 


you had no regard for the youth, and 
plainly ſhew your carcle{Inels, and that 


you have not well conſidered the things, 


which you accuſed me ot. 


SECTION VIII. 


Le Sicws farther that Melitus regarded not 
the e of youth. 


ESIDES, I conjure you by Jupiter, 
Melitus! tell us, 15 it better to live 
amongſt good citizens, or bad ones? 
anſwer me, my friend, for it is not a 
difficult queſtion. Do not the bad 


always produce evil to thoſe, that are 
molt converſant with them, but the good 


Pr * 


28 APOLOGY OF SOCRATES. 
romote the good of others? Mel. 
Undoubtedly they do, Soc. Is there 
any one then, that had rather be hurt 
than profited by thoſe he lives amongſt ? 
anſwer me, good Sir! for the law en- 
joins you to anlwer; is there any one, 


that had rather be hurt? Mel. None 


certainly. Soc. Well then; do you 


| bring me hither as corrupting the | out h 


willingly or unwillingly: > Mel. I [ ſay VII- 
lingly. Soc. What then, Melitus, e 
who are but young, ſo much wiſer than 
me an old man, as to know thoroughly, 
that the bad a always produce evil to thoſe 
they are much converſant amongſt, 
While the 8 promote the good of 
others? and am I in fach a Rate of 
dotage, as not to Know even this, that if 
I make any of my acquaintance” bad, I 
run the riſque of ſuffering ſome evil from 
him? and do I bring this fo great an 
evil upon myſelf willingly? as you are 
pleaſed to ſay. I don't believe a word of 


it, Melitus, nor do I think any body 
elſe does. I either then do not corrupt 


the yourh, or if I do, I do it rs 


175 lo t that both ways you ſpeak a fall 


1 hood: 


4. 
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hood. And if I corrupt them unwil- 
lingly *, the law does not puniſh ſuch 


involuntary fauits, but privately teaches 


and admoniſhes 50 them. For it 1s 


manifeſt, if J was better informed, I 


13 


ſhould leave off doing that, which I did 
involuntarily. But you avoid, and are 
unwilling, to teach me in a friendly 
manner, and inform me better; and 


bring me hither into judgment, where 


the law brings only thoſe, who are wor- 
thy of puniſhment, not thoſe, who want 
informatiort. And now this, O Athent- 
ans, proves plainly what 1 ſaid, that 


Melitus regarded the inſtruction of youth 


neither more nor r lets. 


y They who run into crrors unwittingly, mall 


not be arraigned in the publick court, but ſome 
adhortatory leſſons of their duty are to be pri- 


vately inculcated, Potter, 1.165 20. 


SECT» 


30 APOLOGY OF SOCRATES, 


SECTION IX. 


Tow in the other part of the libel Melitus 
plainly aſſerts, that Socrates is an 
Atheiſt. 


OWEVER, tell us, Melitus, in 

what manner you affirm, that 1 
corrupt the youth. Is it as you have 
written in your accuſation, that I do it 
by teaching them not to hold the ſame 
gods, as the city does, but other new 
dzmons? do you lay this, that it is by 


teaching, that I corrupt the youth ? 


Mel. I affirm it heartily, that it is by 
teaching. Soc. By thole gods, O Me- 


Jitus, about whom we are now diſcourſ- 


inz, I conjure you to explain yourſelf 


more fully to me, and to thoſe who are 
preſent, For 1 don't thoroughly know, 


whether you fay, I teach the youth to 


hold that there are ſome gods, (and if I 
think there are gods, then I am not alto- 
_ gether an Atheilt, nor in this do I act 


un- 
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APOLOGY OF SOCRATES. 31 


unjuſtly) though I do not teach them 
the ſame gods, as the city does, but 


others: I don't know, I ſay, whether you 


accuſe me of introducing other gods, or 


whether you ſay, that I mytelf altogether 
deny the gods, and teach others to do 
che lame, Mel. ] lay that you alroge- 

ner deny the gods. Soc. O unaccoun- 
rake Melitus Why do you ſay ſo? Do 
I not think the ſun and moon to be gods, 


as other men do? Mel. By Jupiter, he 


does not, O judges! for he ſays, that 


the ſun 15 a ſtone, and the moon a kind 
of earth. Soc. you think, friend Me- 


litus, you are accuſing Anaxagoras, and 


pay but little reſpect to theſe men by 
juppoſing them ſo void of learning, as 


Not to know that Anaxagoras's book 


of 


R 
eee e e 


Thoſe Greek Philoſophers, who believed in 
the ſupreme God, did yet pay divine worſhip to 
other ſubordinate deities. Grotius on the Truth 


of the Chriſtian Religion. 


+ The moon has been called by ſome a ter- 
reſtrial ſtar, and by others an olympian, or 
celeſtial earth. Plutarch's Life of Theſeus. 
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2 - APOLOGY OF SOCRATES. 
of Clazomenæ is full of ſuch * opinions. 
And do the youths learn theſe things of 
me? which- they have bought perhaps 
ſome time lince for a+ Drachma in the 
Orcheſtra, and may laugh at Socrates, 
it he Pretends them to be his own, 


cſpecially as they are ſo abſurd. But I 


conjure you by Jupiter, do you imagine 
that I think there is no God? Mel. 
None by Jupiter, not any at all. Soc. 


What you lay, Melitus, is not to be 


believed, and, as it ſeems to me, even hy 
yourſelf. For this man, O Athenians, 
appears to me to be quite injurious and 
inſolent, and to have drawn up his 
accuſation with a contumelious and un- 


experienced rafhneſs : for he ſeems to 
have faid to himſelf, I'II put together a 
Kind of riddle, to try whether Socrates 
the wiſe man can perceive that I am 


1 « 


— 


M Anaxagoras of Clazomenz in Ionia held 
that the ſtars are of a ſtony ſubſtance, and heavy, 
and that the light they give is the effect of the 
action ofthe Ether. Plutarch's Lite of 5 ſander. 
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APOLOGY OF Soc RATES. 33 
pleaſantly cavelling and jeſting, and ſay- 
ing things contrary to myſelf, and 
whether I ſhall deceive him, and thoſe, 
who hear me. For he appears to me to 
ſay things directly oppoſite to himſelf in 
the very words of the accuſation, as if 
he ſhould ſay, Socrates acts unjuſtly, not 
thinking there are gods, and at the ſame 

time thinking there are gods, and in this 


manner we find him jeſting and trifling. 


SECTION X. 


The charge of his being an Atheiſt Socrates 
proves to be falſe and contradiflory, 
becauſe no one can think there are 
inferior gods, i. e. children of gods, who 
does not alſo think there are gods. 


BSERVE, my countrymen, on 
what grounds he ſays theſe things; 

and do you anſwer me, Melitus ! But do 
not ye (as I intreated you at the begin- 


ning) 
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34 APOLOGY OF SOCRATES, 
ning) be troubled at it, if I make uſe of 


my uſual manner of ſpeaking. Is there 
any one, Melitus, who thinks there are 
works of men, and at the ſame time 


thinks there are no men? let him anſwer 


me, my countrymen, without perplexing 


himſelf ſometimes with one thing, and 


ſometimes. with. another. Does any 


one think, that there are no horſes, and. 
yet that there are things relating to 


horſes ? that there are no.muſicians, and 
yet things belonging to mulick ? There 
is not any one, worthy. Sir! that thinks 


to. If you will not anſwer, I will make 


the reply myſelf to you, and to thoſe, 


who are preſent. You may, at leaſt 


anſwer to this, which is more- to the 
purpoſe; 1s there any one, who thinks 


there are operations of dæmons, and no 


ſuch demons? Mel. There is not. 


Soc. How ſlowly it, comes from you! 
tho? truth forces you to anſwer, There- 
fore don't you ſay, that I think and 


teach there are dæmons, whether they 


be new ones, or old ones? for that 1 
think there are operations of ſuch dæ- 


mons, you yourſelves have conteſſed, 


and. 


APOLOGY or SOCRATES. 35 
and I am ready to make oath of this in 


my anſwer, But if I allow their opera- 
tions, I muſt needs think there are ſuch 
demons, is it not fo? it is ſo un- 


doubtedly ; for I ſuppoſe you acknow- 
ledging it, as you make no anſwer, 
Now do we not think demons to be 
gods, or the children * of gods? do you 


lay ſo, or not? Mel. We do. Soc. 


Does it not, if I think there are demons, 


as you allow, and thoſe dæmons are a 


kind of gods, does it not follow, as I 
ſaid, that you propoſe a ſort of riddle, 


and ludicrouſly ſay, that I believe there 


are no gods, again that I think there are 


gods, ſince I think there are demons ? 


and if again dæmons are a ſort of ſpuri- 


ous children of gods (whether of 


+ nymphs, or of any others, as they are 


mot 


io. 


* Plato in his tenth book of Laws, Tom. 2. 
maintains an infinite number of dæmons, or 
angels, whom the ancients looked upon as infe- 


rior gods, and children of the ſupreme God, 


+ The people had an opinion that demons 


_ owed their generation to a correſpondence of the 


gods with the nymphs, who preſided over waters, 


and were the goddeſſes of woods and mountains. 
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36 APOLOGY OP SOCRATES. 
faid to be) what man can think there are 
children of gods, and yet no gods? Tt 


would be juſt as abſurd, as if any one 


ſhould think, that mules are the young 


of horſes and aſſes, and yet that there 
are no horſes or aſſes, But, Melitus, 


you ſeem without doubt to have drawn 
up your accuſation. with this intent, to 
make trial of my ingenuity, or becauſe 
you have no real crime to alledge againſt 
me. And how can you perſuade any 
one that has the leaſt underſtanding, that 
the ſame man can think there are opera- 
tions of demons, and divine things, and 


again that the ſame man ſhall think © 


there are neither dæmons, nor gods, nor 
heroes ? Fhis can be proved no other 


way. So then, O Athenians, to ſhew : © 


that I have not offended according to 


Melitus's accuſation, there needs, 1 


think, no farther Apology, but thoſe 
things, which I have ſaid, are ſufficient. 
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He ſhews why he undertook ſo dangerous a 
_ courſe of life, becauſe God had appointed 
him to form the Athenians to probity and 
honeſty, which poſt he would not forſake 
upon any condition. _ . 


| HAT I ſaid then from the firſt 
you ſee to be true, that there is 
much hatred raiſed againft me amongft 
many, and this is what will cut me off, 
if I am cut off, not Melitus, nor Anytus, 
but the calumny and envy of many, 
which has before killed many other good 
men, and, I think, will ſtill do ſo; for it 
is no wonder, if it does not ſtop at me. 
But perhaps ſome one may aſk me, are 
you not aſhamed, Socrates, to be engag- 
ed in ſuch a way of life, as makes you 
conſtantly in danger of being put to 
death? And to this I would return this 
| Juſt anſwer; you don't ſay well, my 
friend, if you eſteem life or death ſo 
2 highly, either of which is of ſmall conſe- 
J 2 
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quence; and do not rather conſider, 
whether what you do 1s juſt or unjuſt, 
or whether you act as a good or bad 
man. Otherwiſe, according to your ac- 


count, thoſe Demi-gods, who fell ar 


Troy, acted wrong ; and among others, 
Achilles himſelf, who ſo much deſpiſed 
danger, rather than undergo any thing 
infamous, that when his goddeſs- mother 
ſpoke to him haſtening to kill Hector, 
nearly (as I think) in theſe words: O 
ſon! if you ſhould revenge the death of 
your friend Patroclus by killing Hector, 
you yourſelf muſt ſhortly die“, for, ſays 
| the, the fame fate with Hector awaits 

you. When he heard this, he leſs re- 
garded death and danger, than to lead an 
infamous life without revenging his 
friend; and immediately anſwered, That 
he had rather die by puniſhing an ene- 


my, than lead an inglorious life amongſt 


the f ereſted ſhips, and be a uſeleſs 7 
e den 


CN * : 0 q « ; ; a & — . n 


II. 18, v. 96. 


4 2 


+ The ornaments wherewith the prows of the 


| Grecian ſhips were beautified, reſembled either 


helmets, or living creatures. Potter, I. 3. c. 15. 
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den upon the earth. Now do you think 
that he minded death and danger? and 


fo truly it is, O Athenians, whether a 
perſon has choſen a poſt himſelf, think- 


ing it the beſt, or is placed in it by a 
ſuperior, in that, I think, he ought to 


remain, minding neither death, nor 
danger, nor any thing elſe, ſo much as 
committing any thing baſe, And 1 my- 
ſelf, O Athenians, ſhould have acted 
yery wrong, if, after J kept the ſtation, 
which the governors appointed me, 


whom you jet over me, both in“ Poti- 


dæa, and in Amphipolis, and in + Deli- 
um, as others did, I ſhould now, thro? 


fear of death, or for any other cauſe, 
deſert the poſt, in which God placed me 


(as I imagined and thought he did) to 
ee 1, and to examine myſelf 
and 


1 ; "x. aa. a 


* In this expedition Sqerates preſerved his 


friend Alcibiades, who was wounded. Plutarch's 
Life of Alcibiades. 


+ At this battle Alcibiades preſerved Socrates, 


t It was Socrates's uſual manner to take every 


occaſion of philoſophizing upon forms uſeful 
25. 
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40 APOLOGY OF SOCRATES: 
and others. That would have been a hei- 


nous fault, and any one might then have 


juſtly brought me before this tribunal, 


as not believing the gods, diſobeying the 


Oracle, fearing death, and thinking 
myſelf a wile man, when I was not. 


For to fear death, my countrymen, is 


nothing elſe than ſeeming to be wiſe, 
when one is not, for it is ſeeming to 


know, what one does not know. For 


nobody knows death, nor whether it may 


be the chiefeſt good, that can happen to 
man; but men fear it, as if they really 
knew eit to be one of the worſt of evils. 
And is not this a ridiculous ignorance, 
for a man to think he knows, what he 
does not know. And in this perhaps, 
my countrymen, I differ from many 


other men; and if I ſhould ſay I am 
wiſer in any thing, it would be in this, 


that not ſufficiently knowing the inviſi- 
ble ſtate, I accordingly acknowledge, 


that I do not know it. But to do 


injuſtice, and diſobey ſuperiors, whether 


God or man, this I know to be evil and 


baſe. Therefore I will not fear and fly 


from thoſe things, which I don't know 


wWhe- 
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(not giving credit to Anytus, who ſays, 
that I ſhould either not have been 
brought to a trial at firſt, or if J was 


condemned, telling you, that if I was 


and Philoſophy, and if we catch you ſtill | 


theſe conditions, I would aniwer you, O 


. affection for you, but I muit obey * God 
rather than you. And as long as I live, 
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whether they be good or not, ſooner than 


thoſe, which I know to be evil. Where- 
fore if you would even now acquit me 


brought there, ſhould by all means be 


acquitted, your ſons would follow the 
diſcipline of Socrates, and be entirely 
corrupted) if you would ſay thus to me, 
Socrates, we do not regard Anytus, but 
acquit you upon this condition, that you 
do not ſpend your time in examinations, 


doing this, you ſhall die. If therefore, 
as I aid, von would acquit me upon 


Athenians, I have a great regard and 


and 


obey God iber chan men. 


* There is in this a brave reſolution to do his 
duty in the utmoſt danger, much like that noble 
declaration of the apoſtles before the corrupt 
rulers of the Jews. Acts v. 29. We ie to 
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and am able, I ſhall not ceaſe to philoſo- 
phize, exhorting and teaching every one 


of you, whom I ſhall meet, as I uſed to 


do, in the following manner: What ? 
good Sir! you who are an Athenian, 
a citizen of the largeſt and moſt famous 
city, for wiſdom and power, do you not 
bluſh to beſtow ſo much pains to abound 
in riches , and glory, and honour ? but 
to have prudence and truth, and the 


beſt habits of mind, you neither think 


of, nor regard; and if any of you con- 
tend with me, and fay, . that you do 


regard them, I will not preſently let that 
man go, nor quit him, but will interro- 


gate, examine, and confute him. And 


if he appears to me not to poſſeſs virtue, 
but to ſay that he does, I will reprove 
him, becauſe he lightly eſteems thoſe 


things, which are of the greateſt value, 
and makes much of thoſe, which are no- 


thing worth. This I will do to young and 
old, whomloec r] meet, whether foreigner 


Or 


—_—ur_r—_k. *Ü˙— 


8 Earthly treaſures are triflin 2 when , 
with the value of a pious an 
mind. 


well-diſeiplined | 
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are more nearly related to me; for this, 
I think no greater good could have 
happened to us in the city, than this my 


ſuading you, both young and old, not to 


your mind, that it may excel ; ſaying, 


Vo xv 


teaching theſe things I could corrupt the 
youth, they would then be hurtful. 
And if any one fays, I teach any thing 


theſe things, O Athenians, whether you 


acquit me, or not, I ſhall do nothing 
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or citizen, but chiefly to citizens, as you 


you well know, God commands. And 
aſſiduity in the ſervice of God, For I 
go about doing nothing elſe than per- 


regard your bodies, nor your money 
more, nor any other thing ſo much, as 


that virtue ſprings not from wealth, but 
wealth from virtue, and all other good 


things ariſe from. hence to men, both 
publick and private. If indeed by 


elſe, he ſays nothing to the purpoſe. 
And I muſt confeſs, chat for the ſake of 


believe Anytus, or not, or whether you 


elſe, tho? I were to die for it many times. 


SECT. 
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SECTION XII. 


That the Athenians by con devine him to 
death wourd hurt themſelves rathet lian 
im. 


E not trouble], O Athenians, but as 
] intreated you at the beginning, 
hear me patiently, for, I think it will be 


for your advantage to hear me, I will 


therefore relate to you ſome other things, 


at which perhaps you may raiſe a cla- 
mour, but by no means do this; if you 


kill me being ſuch a one as I ll you, 
know alſuredlly, you will not hurt me 


ſo much as yourſcives; for neither Meli- 
tus, nor Anytus, ſhall hurt me, becauſe 


they cannot; ſince, I think, it is not 
ermitted, that a good man ſhould be 


hurt by a bad one, yet he may Kill him 


"0s r- 


2 


* How agreeable is this to what we bud record- 
ed in the word of Truth! St. Matt, x, 28, 
Fear not them which kill the e body, &C. 
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perhaps, or baniſh him, or take from 
him the“ freedom of the city, and this 
he and ſome others may think very great 
evils; but I do not tink lo, but that 
that 1s much worte, which this man 


does, to endeavour to 3:01 man unjuſtly. 
Wherefore, O Athenians, I have not fo 
much occaſion to make an Apology for 


myſelf (tho' ſome may ſuppoſe it) as for 
you, leſt, condemning me, you ſhould 

offend againſt that office, which God has 
intruſted you with. For if you kill me, 


vou will not eaſily find ſuch another, 


actually given by God to the city, which 
(perhaps it may be odd to ſay it) may 


be compared to a hrge and generous 


horle, that on account "of his ſize and 


weight needs ſpurs; ſuch a one God 


ſeems to have raiſed up to the city in me, 
ſince I ceaſe not all the day to ſtop you 
every where, exhorting, perſuading, and 
reproving every One of you; and you 
wont eaſily get ſuch another, O Athent- 
ans, therefore it you believe this; you 


will 


* This! 15 the ſenſe in which the Oxford Editor | 


anderſtands this Fate. 
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will acquit me. But you perhaps will 
be out of temper, as perſons awaked out 
of ſleep, and, perſuaded by Anytus, will 


kill me; if ſo, you will ſleep on the reſt 


of your days, unleſs God looking upon 
you ſend ſome one elſe to you. That I 
have been ſuch a one given to the city 
by God, you may from hence perceive, 
for it ſeems to be ſomething more than 
human, that I have neglected every 


thing of my own, and continued ſo many 


years in this negligence of my affairs, 
always intent upon your good, perſuad- 
ing every one, as a father, or an elder 


brother, to have a regard for virtue; and 
= had reaped ſome fruits from this, 


and had received a reward, there would 
have appeared ſome human reaſon for 


my doing fo : but now you ſee, that theſe 


my acculers, who ſo ſhamefully heaped 
up ſo many things againſt me, had not 
the front to alledge, and bring witneſſes 


to prove that I ever required or ſought 


for any reward ; of this, I think, I bring 


a a ſufficient witneſs, my en. 
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SECTION xm. 


That he led a private life, and never en- 


gaged in publick affairs, he aſcrives to his 
divine Monitor. 


UT perhaps it may be thought 

abſurd, that I ſhould be ſo buſy and 
anxious in going about privately to- 
conſult the good of every one ſingly, and 
ſhould never have the courage to appear 
in the publick aſſemblies to promote the 
good of the city in general. Now the 


reaſon of this you have often heard me 


declare, viz. that I had ſomething divine 
and ſpiritual, a voice * preſent with me, 
which Melitus makes a jeſt of in his 


ac- 


ti 


—— 


* This _ genius, or guardian angel of 

pen warned him of approaching 
dangers, and taught him to avoid them; it re- 
ſtrained and controuled his own inclinations, and 


enabled him to divert his friends from any e 
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48 APOLOGY OF SOCRATES. 
accuſation; but this voice“ has been 
with me from my childhood; and its 
manner was, to reſtrain me in what I was 
FO to do, but it never urged me on 
action. And this 1s 1t, which pre- 
yenited me from engaging in publick 
affairs, and it ſeemed to reſiſt me very 
rightly. For, be you well aſſured, O 
Athenians, that if I had applied myſelf 
to publick buſineſs, I had periſhed long 
ago, and ſhould not have been of the 
leaſt ſervice to you, or to myſelf. Do 
not, I beſcech you, be angry at my ſay- 
ing the truth; no one can be long ſafe, 
who honeitly oppoſes your, or any 7 other 
common wealth, and hinders them from 
many unjuſt and iniquitous practices. 
It is neccſlary therefore, that he, who 
really contends for What is juſt, and 
would be ever fo ſhort a time in ſafety, 
muſt live privately, and not meddle with 
publick concerns. 


9 — 


* Chalcidius the Platoniſt relates an aſſertion 
of Heraclitus, that ſuch as deſerved it, were 
forewarned by the inſtruction of the divine 
power. Notes upon Grotius on the Truth of 
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5 SECTION XV. 
Tat he valued juſtice above all things, he 
4 9 ſhews by ſeveral of his actions. 

f I \ S a farther proof of what I fay, I 
S | will bring you (what you much 
& regard) not words, but facts; hear what 
0: happened to me, that you may perceive 


1 never yielded to any one beyond juſt 
> BE bounds for fear of death, and by not 
Tr ER yielding I had nearly been cut off more 
n than once. I will declare to you ſome 
3. things, which indeed are diſagreeable, 
O MF yet relate to your councils, and are 
d *Z tounded on truth. I never acted, O 


„ EF Athenians, in the city as a magiſtrate, 

h 1 only as 4a Senator. It happened that 
my Antiochian tribe preſided, when you 

— con- 

on 3 mii 

re 8 | | | 5 | 

ne | Each of the ten tribes of Athens, into which 


of WM the people were divided, elected, every year, out 
of their own body, fifty ſenators by lot, Which 
[- © compoſed the council of the five hundred. 
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condemned promiſcuouſly the ten Gene- 
rals of the army, who took not up thoſe 
that were ſlain in tlie“ ſea-fight, unjuſtly 
indeed, as appeared to all of you after- 
ward. I only of the ſenators, who 
preſided, reliſted your acting againſt the 
laws, and voted contrary to you. At 
which time, when the Orators were 
ready to accuſe me, and bring me to 
a trial, and you yourſelves joined them 
with great clamour, I thought I had 
better run any hazard for the ſake of 
law and juſtice, . than, being terrified by 
death or impriſonment, decree with you 
things that were unjuſt. [Theſe tranſ- 
actions were done while the city was 


under a popular government. Again, 


after that the power was lodged in the 
g 3 hands 


—_— 8 


* At the iſles of Arginuſz, two or three little 
iſlands adjoining to the Leſſer Aſia, where a battle 
was fought againſt the Lacedæmonians under the 
Archoalhip of Callias. The Athenian generals, 
who obtained the victory, were ſentenced to die, 

becauſe they had not buried the dead. Plutarch's 
Life of Pericles, 1 f Ps 
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hands of a few; the thirty * tyrants, 
lending for me with four others to the 
T Tholus, commanded me to brin 
Leon the Salaminian from F Salamin, 
that he might be put to death; and 
many ſuch like things they ordered to 
ſeveral others at the fame time, wanting 
them to be involved in their crimes. 
Then I again ſhewed not by words only, 
but in reality, that I had not (if it is not 
unhandſome to ſay it) the leaſt concern 
about death: but this was my chief care, 
that I might not do any thing unjuſt or 
impious. And that dreadful, tyrannick 
power, was never able to make me act 
unjuſtly. For when we came from the 
Tholus, the other four went to Salamin, 
and brought Leon; but I returned home: 
and probably they had Killed me for 


this, 


. The thirty eint were elablimed at Athens 
by Lyſander, a General of the Lacedæmonians, 
about the firſt year of the 94th Olympiad, and 

402 years before the birth of Shri, 
I The Tholus was a fort of clerk's office, where 
the ſenators dined. Madam Dacier. 
t Salamin was an iſland in the Saronick Bay, 
oppaſite the f ſhore of Attica. 
| E 2 
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this, had not their power been ſhortly 


after diſſolved; and of theſe things you 
have many witneſſes. Do you "think 
then I could have lived ſo many years, 


if I had engaged in publick affalrs, and 


acted as became a good man? could 1 


have ſtood up for juſtice, and as I ought, 
have preferred this above all things? I 
could not, O Athenians, nor any other 
man living ! but thro? my whole life, if I 
did any thing in publick, I behaved 


myſelf in this manner, and in private too 


I never yielded to any one beyond juſt 
| bounds, neither to others, nor to any of 


thoſe, whom my acculers call my diſci- 
ples, but I never was a ſtipendiary teacher 


to any man. Indeed if any one deſired 
to hear me diſcourſing and handling 


things relating to my own opinions, 1 


never denied him, whether younger, or 
elder. I never was the man, who diſ- 
puted when I had a reward, and was 
filent when I had none. But 1 put my 
by queſtions equally to rich and poor, and 


if 


— 


if the perſon to whom the queſtion was put, af- 


firmed what was advanced to be true, he muſt be 


conv inced. . 


ws This method was a very good one, ne 
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APOLOGY OF SOCRATES. g. 
if any one had a mind to make a reply, 
he heard what I had to ſay; and whether 
any of thole were made good by it or 
not, I cannot juſtly bear the blame, 
becauſe I neither promiſed nor taught 
any particular“ doctrine to any one. 
And if any perſon ſays, that he either 
learned or heard any thing from me 
privately, which I did not make common 
to all others, know aſſuredly, he ſpeaks 


not the truth 


* Socrates thought, that a perſon might, only 
by aſking a man queſtions, without teaching him 
any thing at all directly, cauſe him to expreſs in 
his anſwers true and exact determinations con- 
cerning matters of right and wrong. 
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SECTION XV. 


Wi y the youths fought his company, ion 
he never corrupted. 


UT you have heard, O Athenians, 
on what account ſome delighted to 
fpend much of their time in my compa- 
ny; I declared nothing but the truth to 
you, when I ſaid, that men took pleaſure 
in hearing thoſe confuted, who thought 
themſelves to be wie, when they were 
not; for it was not an unpleaſant thing: 
and this, as I ſaid, was enjoined me from 
God himſelf by Oracles, dreams, and 
every other method, which the divine 
will has appointed to make itſelf known 
to man. Theſe things, O Athenians, 
are true, and eaſily to be proved. For if 
I corrupt ſome of the youths now, and 
have corrupted ſome before, it muſt of 
neceſſity be, that either thoſe, who are 
7 = grown 
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grown old, knowing that I adviſed them 
to their hurt, when they were young, 


would riſe up againſt me, accuſe me of it, 


and demand that I ſhould be puntthed 

or if they were unwilling, lome of their 
kindred, fathers, brothers, or other near 
relations, it their friends had actually ſuf- 
fered any derriment from me, would now 


remember it, and exact a puniſhment for 


it, And a great many of them are here; 
I ſee, firſt, Crito my eee and of 
the ſame Town * with myſelf, the father 
of this Critobulus; next, Lyſanias the 
Sphecian, the father of this Aſchines; 
beſides there is Antipho the Cephiſian, 
the father of Epigenes; there are yet 


others, whoſe brethren I was acquainted 


with, Nicoſtratus the ſon of Zotidas, the 
brother of Theodotus; Theodotus him- 


ſelf indeed is dead, fo that he does not 


want his brother's aſſiſtance ; here is Pa- 


ralus the ſon of: Demodocus, brother to 


Theages; Adimantus the ſon of Ariſto, 
and brother to Plato; laſtly Xantidorus, 
bro: 


1— — 


» T he ey of Athens was 5 compoſed of ſeveral 
towns or burroughs. 
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brother to * Apollodorus; and J could 
mention many others, ſome one of whom 
Melitus ought to have produced as a 
witneſs in his accuſation ; but if he for- 

ot, let him now bring him (I give him 
tull leave) and let him tell us if he has 
ſuch a one. But you will find it quite 
the contrary, my countrymen for, you 
{ce, all thoſe come readily to my afliſt- 
ance, whoſe relations Melitus and Any- 
tus pretend, I have corrupted and injur- 
ed. It is no wonder if thoſe, who have 
been depraved by me, ſhould be willing 
to help me; but for what reaſon can their 
near kindred older than them, who were 
never corrupted hy me, ſpeak in my 
behalf, except for the true and juſt one? 
that they know Melitus ſpeaks a fall- 
hood, and that I ſpeak the truth. Well 
then, my countrymen, what I have to ſay 
in my defence are nearly theſe things, 


and others of a like fort. 


4 What Madam Dacier I here of Apolts. 
dorus, is told alſo of Xantippe the wife of Socra- 
tes, who, after he was condemned, ſaid to him, 
alas you are condemned unjuſtly! What would 
you then » ſays he, have had me juſtly condemned ? 


SECT- 


— 
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SECTION XVI. 


Why he made not uſe of the common art of F 
moving compaſſion. 3 


FF ſome of you may be 
1 troubled, recollecting what was his 
own accuſtomed manner, that when he , 
had a cauſe of much leſs conſequence s 
depending, he uſed to fntreat and ſu un- 
plicate the judges with many tears, 
bringing his children before them, and 
many other relations and friends, in order 
to move their compaſſion : but I Will 
have recourſe to none of theſe things, | 
tho' I am, as I think, in extreme danger. 
Some one then taking notice of this, 
may be more highly provoked, and in 
great wrath give his vote againſt me. 
And if any of you is of that way of 
E thinking, I ſhall not intreat him, but 
mall calmly addreſs myſelf to him thus ; | 


Get Bat ES 5 
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J have too, good Sir! ſome relations, 


for I was born, as Homer ſays, neither 


of an oak nor a rock *, but of men; I 
have kindred, O Athenians, J have thive 
fons, one of whom is yet young, the 
other two are infants. Yet I ſhall bring 


none of them here, intreating to be ac- 


quitted on their account. Why then 
don't I do this? not out of any contu- 
macy,. O Athenians, or becauſe I would 
treat you with indifference, but whether 
Jam indifferent as to death, or not, that 
is another queſtion. Becauſe I don't 


think it for the credit of you and me, 
and the whole city; J don't think it right 


that I ſhould do ſo, at my time of lite, 
and with the reputation that I have ac- 
quired, whether juſtly or unjuſtly ; how- 
ever it is a prevailing opinion, that So- 


crates in ſome particulars exceis many 


others. If therefore thoſe amongſt you, 
who 


—_—. * " * 


* The ſenſe of this 4 Mr. Pope ſays, in in 
the Odyſſey is, you had a father and mother; you 
are not, ee e to the old ſtory, deſcended 


from an oak or a rock. There 1 is alſo a Amikar 
Paine Iliad 22, v. 126. 


1 
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who ſeemed to be eminent for wiſdom _ 
or fortitude, or any other virtue, will be 


ſuch, as J have often ſeen ſome, (to their 
ſhame be it ſpoken) when they ſtood to 
be judged, tho* they would be thought 


ſomething worth, they earneſtly endea- 


voured to move the pity of their judges, 
thinking they ſhould ſuffer ſomething 
very grievous, it they departed out of 
this life; as if they were immortal, if you 
did not kill them. But ſuch ſeem to me 
to bring a diſgrace upon the city, becauſe 


it gives foreigners occaſion to think, that 


thoſe, who excel amongſt the Athenians 
in virtue, and are honoured by them 
with magiſtracies and offices, are no better 
than women. But theſe things, O Athe- 
mans,, as you are inveſted with authority, 
are improper for you to do, or it we 
deſired it, to permit us: ſhew therefore 


this rather, that you much more diſap- 


prove of him, who makes the city ridi- 


culous by introducing ſuch lamentable 


ſcenes of compaſſion, than him who 


waits for his ſentence quietly and with 


a manly reſignation. Moreover, my 


_ countrymen, letting aſide the credit of 


the city, it does not appear to me to be 
we, e juſt 
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juſt to ſupplicate the judge, and to be 
acquitted by intreaties, but to convince 
and perſuade; for the judge is not ap- 
pointed to beſtow Juſtice as a favour, but 
to determine according to the law, and 


he hath ſworn, that he will not be partial 


to any one, but udge as the law requires; 
therefore it does not become us to want 
you to forſwear yourſelves, nor you to 


be accuſtomed to it: for neither of us 


would thus act agreeable to religion. 
Do not then imagine, O Athenians, that 
I ought to do ſuch things amongſt you, 


as I think neither honeſt, nor juſt, nor 
holy; and this more particularly, by Ju- 


piter, as I am accuſed by this Melitus 
of impiety to the gods. Truly if I was 
to go on perſuading you, and endeavour 
to bias you by intreaties from your oath, 

I ſhould then teach you to think there 
were no gods, and whilſt I was making 


= my defence, ſhould in reality accuſe my- 


ſelf of thinking there were none. But it 


is indeed quite otherwiſe, for I believe 


in the gods more than any of my accuſ- 


ers. And ] leave it to you and to God to 
determine about me, as ſhall be beſt for 


FEET: 


you and me, 


by 
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SECTION XVII. 


Socrates being withdrawn a little from the 
tribunal, and in the mean time condemned 


by a majority of ſuffrages, is now brought 
forth again, that he may propoſe, as was 


uſual, what puniſhment he thought him 


ſe f worthy of. He then declares himſelf 
worthy of being maintained at the Publick 
25 a in lle Fintaneum. 


7HAT makes me not troubled, O 
Athenians, that I am condemned 


by you, among many other things, is this 
in the firſt place, that what has happened E 


to me is no more than I expected; I ra- 


ther wonder at the near equality or votes 


on each ſide, for I did not think they 


would have been ſo near, but that there 


would have been a much greater differ- 


ence; ſince it ſeems, if three only had 


happened otherwiſe, I had been acquit- 


ted, f 
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ted. I have got clear of Melitus, I 
think, and not only got clear of him, 
but it is manifeſt to every one, that un- 
leſs Anytus and Lycon had joined him 
in accuſing me, he muſt have * paid a 
_ thouſand drachmas, as not obtaining a 
fifth part of the votes. This man thinks 
me worthy of death. Well: and what 
do I think myſelf worthy of? that I 
ſhould have according to my deſerts , 
what ſhould I have then? what do I 
think I ought to ſuffer or pay +? becauſe 
I have not kept to myſelf, what I learn- 
ed in my paſſage through lite, but have 
neglected thoſe things, which the world 
eſteems, riches, ceconomy, power, ha- 
ranguing 


ten 


— 


II the plaintiff failed of having a fifth part 
of the ſuffrages, he was fined a thouſand drach- 

mas, i. e. a hundred crowns. Potter, I. 1. 

E. 23. | | | 

+ In caſes where the laws had appointed penal- 

ties, a fingle verdict was ſufficient ; but in caſes 


where the laws were ſilent, a ſecond ſentencewas 


required; and before this ſentence was given, it 
was aſked of the criminal, to what value he 
thought his offence amounted, Potter, 1. 1. 
. | 1 885 | | | 0 
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ranguing the people in publick aſſem- 
blies, and other magiſterial offices; be- 
ſides I have avoided thoſe conſpiracies, 
and ſeditions, which happened in ths 
city, thinking myſelf born for more juſt 
employments, than to ſeek my ſafety by 
ſuch matters; I did not apply myſelf to 
ſuch things, which if I had, they would 
neither have profited you nor me; but I 
ſet myſelf to this one thing, that addreſſ- 
ing myſelf to every one of you privately, 
I might promote, as I think, his greateſt 
intereſt, by perſuading every one not to 
mind the things that belong to him, 
more than himſelf, how he may be good 
and prudent; not to mind what relates 
to the city, before the city itſelf, and 
other things in the ſame manner. What 
then ought I to have, being ſuch a one? 
ſomething good, O Athenians, if you 
treat me truly according to my deſerts, - 
and ſuch a good as is ſuited to me. 
And what is ſuited to a poor, beneficent 
man, who deſires to enjoy leiſure, that he 
may exhort you to virtue? no other re- 
ward certainly, O Athenians, is ſo well 
| ſuited to ſuch a man, as to be maintained 

4 Gy 5 
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in the *Prytaneum at the publick ex- 
pence, and this would be more honour 
to you, than if any of you conquered in 
the horſe- race or chariot-race with two 
or four horſes in the Olympick games; 
for he only makes you ſeem to be hap- 

„I ſtrive that you may be really ſo; 
beſides he wants no maintenance, I really 
want it. If therefore | was rewarded 
according to my juſt deſerts, I think 
myſelf deſerving ot this, a ſupport | in the 
Prytaneum. 


* 


A common- hall ſo called, where a daily main- 
tenance was allowed to ſuch as deſerved well of 
the commonwealth. Potter, I. 1. c. 25. 

Cicero reports, that a victory in the Olympick 
games was not much leſs honourable than a tri- 
umph at Rome, Orat. pro Flacco. 


SECT» 
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SECTION XVII. 


He pives a reaſon who he lays not upon 
humſelf a fine, or baniſhment. 


1 in ſaying this I may be 
thought too arrogant, as I was before, 
when I {poke of moving compaſſion by 
intreaties; the caſe is not ſo, O Atheni- 
ans, only ſomething like it. I am per- 
ſuaded within myſelf I would willingly 
do injury to no one; this indeed I cannot 


Þ erſuade you, we have had ſo little time 


to diſcourſe together. Tho' if you had 


a law, as ſome others have, where the 
ſentence of death is not paſſed in one 
day only, but more is left to determine 
it, I think, I could then perſuade you; but 


now it would not be eaſy to remove ſuch 


great calumnies in ſo ſhort a time. Since 


then I would do injury to no one, it is 


ſtill more unlikely that I ſhould do it to 


bY my⸗ 
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66 APOLOGY OF SOCRATES. 
myſelf, and fay that I am deſerving of 


| ſomething bad, and determine any thing 
of that kind for myſelf. What then! ? 
fearing leſt I ſhould undergo what Me- 
litus thinks me worthy of, (which, 1 ſay, 
I know not whether it be good or bad) 
in order to avoid this, ſhall I chuſe ſome 
one of thoſe things, which I plainly know 
to be bad, and think myſelf deſerving of 
that? ſhall I chuſe fetters? and why 
ought I to end my days in a priſon, 
ROTTING. under the perpetual government 
of the * eleven? ſhall I chuſe a fine? and 
remain in priſon 'till it is paid. But J 
have a little before ſaid, that I have not 
money to pay one, Shall I chule ba- 
niſhment? and perhaps you will think 
me worthy of it. I ſhould be too fond 
of life, O Athenians, if I could be ſo 
imprudent, as not to be able to foreſee, 
that whilſt you, my fellow citizens, are 
tired of my company and diſcourſes, and 

that 


8 „ WY 


A perſon convicted of a capital crime was 
delivered into the hands of that number of over- 
ſeers of the priſon, to receive the puniſhment due | 
to his offence. Potter, LI: © 81> 
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chat they are ſo troubleſome and diſagree- 

able to you, that you have determined 
now to be freed from them, yet to ima- 
gine, that any others can bear with them. 
It cannot be ſo, O Athenians! My life 
would doubtleſs be very eligible to me, 
to be baniſhed at my age, to be toſſed 
from one city to another, and ſuffer a 
continual repulſe ! and I know very well, 
let me go where I will, the youths will 
follow me to hear my diſcourſes, as they 
do here. And if I hinder them, they, 
perſuading their elders, will ex el me z 
and if I do not hinder them, their fathers 
and relations will expel me on their ac- 
count. Perhaps ſome one may fay, but 
can't you, Socrates, live quietly and ſi- 
lently in baniſhment, acting differently 
from what you do with us ? it is the moſt 
difficult thing of all to perſuade ſome of 
you. For whether I ſay, that this would 
be diſobeying God, therefore I * cannot 
be ſilent, you will not believe me, think- | 
ing I ſpeak Ironically; or whether I ſay, 
that 


What a noble neat he had for the ſervie of 
| God, and the good of mankind ! 
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that 1t brings the greateſt good to man, 
to diſcourſe « every day about virtue, and 
other things about which you have heard 


me diſputing and examining myſelf and 
others, (for to lead an inconſiderate life, 


is ſcarcely living) in theſe things you 
will much leſs believe me, tho? they are 
really ſo, as I tell you, my countrymen, 


but it would take ſome time to perſuade 
you of them. After all, I have not ac- 


cuſtomed myſelf to be deſerving of any 
thing bad. Had I money, I would fine 
myſelf as much as I could pay, (that 
would not at all hurt me) but I have not 


money ; unleſs your fine ſhould be no 


more than I am able to pay. I could 
manage perhaps about a mina“ of ſilver, 


therefore I ſet the fine at that. But this 
Plato, O Athenians, and Crito, and Cri- 


tobulus, and Apollodorus ſay, 1 may fix 
it at thirty mine +, and they will be an- 


ſwerable for it; I fix it therefore at ſo 


much, and they will be ſufficient ſecuri. 
ties for the money. 


* Ten crowns. + Three hundred crowns, 


SECT- 
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SECTION XIX. 


They paid no regard to the fine. Socrates 
then ſpeaking to thoſe judges, who con- 
demned him, he ſhews, that they hurt 
their reputation for the ſake of a little 
time, by killing him, who was ſo old. 


T7 OR the fake of a little time, O A- 
thenians, you will blaſt your repu- 
tation, and will afford matter to thoſe, 
who are willing to reproach the city, be- 
_ cauſe you have killed Socrates, a wiſe 
man. For they will ſay I was a wiſe. 
man, tho* I was not, who are ready to 
reproach you. If you would therefore 
Wait a little, my death would happen 
without your aſſiſtance. - For conſider 
my age, how much I am advanced in 
years, and that the time of my death can- 
not be very far off. And I ſay not this 
to you all, but to thoſe, who condemned 
me to die; to thoſe it is I ſay theſe things. 
Vßf! ＋ 3 Per- 
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Perhaps you think, O Athenians, I loſt 


my cauſe for want of words, with which: 


I might probably have perſuaded you, if 


J had thought it incumbent upon me, to 


ſay and do every thing, to induce you to 
acquit me. But it is quite otherwiſe: I 

was condemned not for a want of words, 
but for a want of boldneſs and ſhameleſl- 
neſs, and not being willing to ſay thoſe 
things to you, which would have been 
agreeable to you to hear, as weeping and 
wailing, and laying and doing many other 


things unworthy of me, as I ſaid before, 
but ſuch as you have been accuſtomed to 


hear from others. But I did not think 
from the firſt, that I ought to do any 
thing unbecoming me in order to avoid 
danger, nor am ] at all ſorry for the me- 
thod of my defence; but J had rather 
die relying upon ſuch a defence, than 
live by a contrary one. For neither by 
me, nor any other, is every ſhift to be 
employed at the bar or in war, by which 


we may eſcape death. In war it is ma- 


nifeſt, death might often be avoided, if 
men would tamely lay down their arms, 
and ſupplicate their enemies. There are 

alſo 
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alſo many other devices in every danger, 


by which a perſon might eſcape death, if 


he is not afraid to ſay and do any thing. 


But remember, O Athenians, that it is 
leſs difficult to avoid death, than wick 


edneſs; for wickedneſs runs ſwifter than 


death. I being ſlower on account of my 
age, am overtaken by the ſlower of the 
two, death; my acculers, being vehement 
and precipitate, are overtaken by the 
ſwifter, wickedneſs. And now I go 
hence, condemned by you, as guilty of 
death; they, condemned by the truth, 
are ouilty of wickedneſs and injuſtice “: 5. 
we each of us are contented with our 
lot. Theſe things perhaps ought to he 


ate and H think 25 are not t amiſs. | 


n 


Ne * By difregueding the Oracle of Apalio; ak 
condemning a righteous man to o death. 
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SECTION XX. 
He foretels, that they would kill him 
in vain. 
ND now, my judges who have con- 


demned me! I have a mind to 
propheſy to you. For I am come to 


that time, when men are wont to * pro- 


pheſy, when they approach near death. 


And 1 foretel to you, my countrymen, 


if you kill me, a + puniſhment will over- 
take you prelently after my death, much 
worſe, by Jupiter, than that which you 
inflict upon me. For now you have 


done this, thinking t. to free yourſelves 
from 


—— 


wy 


We ſee, in Homer, Iliad, 22. v. 359. „Hector 


prophetying at his death that Achilles ſhall fall 


by the hand of Paris. 


+ He foretels here what will be the natural 


and neceſſary conſequences of their wickedneſs 
and] in aſtice. 
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from rendering an * account of your 
lives and actions to any one. Bur 2s I 
tell you, the direct contrary will happen 
to you; ſince there will be many, who 
will find fault with you, whom I have 


reſtrained, tho” you perceived it not; and 


the younger they are the more difagree- 
able it will be, and you will bear 1 it the 
worſe. For if you think to retain men 
from reproaching your lives, by killing 
them, you do not judge rightly ; ſince 
this way of clearing yourſelves i 1s neither 
available, nor honeſt. It is both the 


eaſieſt and beſt, not ſo much for a perſon 
to puniſh others, as to take care that he 


himſelf be good. Foretelling this then, 


is all I ſhall fay to Ba who have con- 


demned me. 


* 
6— „ — 


8 Niclas ſays in the dialogue called Le 
that whoever converſed with Socrates, he made 
him by the thread of his diſcourſe give an account 


of the conduct of his life, and advertiſed him of 
kis faults⸗ | | 


SE CT- 
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SECTION XXI. 


Socrates addreſſing himſelf to thoſe, who 
acquitted him, he conjectures, that it muſt 
be good for him to die, becauſe his divine 
Monitor never reſtrained him all the 
whole time. 


AND to you, who have acquitted me, 

<= 1 ſhall ſpeak freely of the things, 
which have happened to me, as the ma- 
giſtrates are ſtill detained in buſineſs, and 
I am not yet to be led away to death. 
Attend to me then, O Athenians, that 
little time, and let us converſe together, 
whilſt we may: to you my friends I 
would ſhew what has now happened to 
me, and what it means. Something very 
wonderful has befallen me, O judges, 
(ſince I may juſtly call you judges) for 
my accuſtomed ſpiritual Monitor always 
frequently afore-time offered itſelf to me, 
and reſtrained me even in the ſmalleſt 

| | | | mat- 
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matters, if I was about to do any thing, 
that was not right; but now thele things 
have happened to me, which you ſee, 
and which any one would think and 
reckon to be the worſt of evils; yet this 
divine Monitor never oppoſed me going 
out trom home in the morning, nor 
when I aicended this roſtrum where I 
| plead my caule, nor in any part of my 
diſcourſe, which I delivered, tho? at other 
times frequently in the midſt of my ha- 
rangue it uſed to reſtrain me. But now 
in this whole affair, neither while I was 
acting or ſpeaking did it oppoſe me. 
What then am I to imagine the reaſon of 
this? I will tell you. It appears from 
hence, that what has happened to me is 
good. And we do not at all judge 
rightly, whoever of us think death to be 
an evil. And this to me 1s a great ſign 
of it, that my Monitor would have op- 
poſed me, as uſual, unleſs I was going to 
do ſomething good. | 
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SECTION XXII 


Ile puilds his hopes in death upon farther 
arguments. 


Wi may conclude from hence, and 
have great hopes, that 1t 1s 500d. 
For death muſt be one of theſe two 
things, it mult be cither a kind of anni- 
hilation, and that the dead have no ſenſe 
of any thing; or, as it is ſaid, it is a 
change and paſſage of the ſoul from 
hence to ſome other place. Wherefore 
if the ſenſes are entirely extinguiſhed, 
and death is like that fort of fleep, when 
a perſon has no dreams, what a gain is it! 
and, I think, if any one was to remark 
that night, in which he ſlept ſo ſound, 
that he 2 0 no dreams, and was to com- 
are it with all the other nights and days 
of his whole life, and, conſidering the 
thing, ſay how many nights and days he 


paſſed better and plealanter; I think 
there 
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there is not any private perſon, nor even 
creat king, that would be able to count 
many. It death then is ſomething of 
that ſort, I call it gain. For by this 
means the greateſt length of time 1ſcems 
to be but one night. If again, that is 
true which ſome ſay, that death is a paſ- 
ſage of the ſoul from hence to ſome other 
place, which thoſe, who are departed out 
of this life, ihabit, what can be a greater 
good than this? O judges ! for if any one 
going into this inviſible ſtate, and paſſing 
from thoſe, who are reckoned judges 
here, ſhall find thoſe, who are really 10, 
and who are ſaid to judge there, Minos, 
Radamanthus, Macus, I riptolemus, and 
other demi—- gods, 1 were accounted 
juſt, while they lived here, can this be a 
bad exchange ? to converſe with * Or- 
pheus, Muſeus, Heſiod, Homer, can 
any of you eſteem this a imall matter? I 
would even die many times, if theſe 
things be true. Since ſuch company 

would 


— 


——C 


* This thought of meeting our friends hereaf- 
ter is admirable well fitted to ſhew the importance 
of virtue in friendſhip. 
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would be highly agreeable to me, then 
1 ſhould be with Palamedes, and Ajax 
the ſon of Telamon, and others of the 
Ancients, who died by an unjuſt judge- 
ment: I think it would be extremely 
pleaſant to compare my ſufferings with 
theirs. And this would be a great thing, 
to paſs my time there proving and exa- 
mining every one, as I have done here, 
who was wiſe, and who thought himſelf 
to be ſo, but was not, Then how great 
would it be, O judges, to try the con- 
duct of that great king, who commanded 
the forces at Troy, that of Ulyſles, 
Siſyphus, and innumerable others that 
one might mention, both men and wo- 
men; to talk with whom, and to examine 
by familiar converſe, muſt be an incon- 
_ ceivable happineſs! and that thoſe, who 
are there, will not kill them for theſe 
things any more, 1n this they are happier 
than us, and in this particularly, that 
they are for ever immortal, if what is 
laid be true. 


SE CT- 


happened to me by accident, but it is 
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SECTION XXIII. 


Secrates ſays that theſe things have not 


happened 1o him by accident, but by God's 
appointment. And laſtly, ſpeaking 10 his 
enemies in the behalf of his Jong, he n 
out of the court, 


0 not you, O judges, = have ac- 
quitted me, fear death, but be of a 


good hope, and reflect on this one truth, 
that a good man cannot be hurt, neither : 
dead nor living, and that he 1s not neg- 


lected by the Gods. Neither has this 


plain to me, that to die and to be freed 
from my labours, is“ better for me; for 
: this 


— 


* Socrates did really put in practice, what ks | 
ſays (in the dialogue called Phædon) he had al- 


ways heard, that a man ought to die in n tranqui- 
lity, and Bleſling God. 
. 


. - 0 2 RS ˖ > Gn << one 
. 


a . 
= — — — A — — — _ 2 * _ 
=== Wok — =. 2 I _ = > — = — - Ro — q 
— = — — PX” ts — - 2 = 2 1 — 
2 — 2 = — hy _ > — 2 — EY . — r= — . — . 
—_ -# — = N EE > tne — . — — © Ps 
- 2 * . = — — — = - So 2 — — x . 4 — 7 
7 — - _— RY — P — - * — - — 2 3 6 _ Fo 
_— 9 L 2 — — I WIT N 5 - - Lo ra p FREE" 
= * 2 i — a, - — 


— 


— — egy een — — — 
— = — VÄ— 
qc & _ -_— 9 * 222 anc — * — — N 
LL ä — 
* 2 — rr P = 


— 
2 


— 


d -.D 
: wi 
1 
5 
1 
7 1 
„ 
on: 
wo 
1 
» 
z 5 
!} = 
\' 
44, 58 
4 
+. 
3 
10 
175 
19 
f ; 4 
* 


— IS — 2 — - 5 » 3 


— — — 0 — . 2 
r 5 —— I: — — e on oy 
—— —- 7 2 A NN A SIS — 2 F 3 7 — 2 2 — 
. * 0 ol oo. 3 1 - _ 4 4 => ** 4 SF - 4 2 A N I 
„ 9 n — W * _ 4 * 2 7 2 Lt Py — %% eds. 2 — "ts 


1 


1 
8 


20 APOLOGY or SOCRATES. 


this reaſon my Monitor has not reſiſted 
me. And ] am not angry at thoſe, who 
have accuſed and condemned me, tho? 
they did not accuſe and condemn me 
with this intention : but becauſe they 
thought to hurt me; for this I blame 
them. And laſtly, a addreſſing myſelf to 
them, I aſk this one thing, that you 
would, my countrymen, puniſh my fons, 
when they are grown up, if they trouble 
you in the fame manner as I have done, 
but above all, if they ſeem to mind mo- 
ney, or any ching elſe more than virtue; 
or if they think themſelves to be ſome- 
thing, when they are nothing, reprove 
them for i it, as I have done you, if they 
neglect what they ought to attend to, 
and fancy themſelves worthy, when they 
are not. If you do theie things, I ſhall 
think, that neither myſelf nor my ſons 
have been treated unjuſtly by you. 
But now the time is elapied, I muſt $0 
out from hence to * die, and you to the 
* St Auſtin ſays in his City of God, Book 8. 
ch. 3. the _ of Athens publickly lamented lol 
Ons 
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affairs of life, but which of us have the 
beſt of it, God only knows. 


—_ —— — 
— — - 


loſs of Socrates, whom they had publickly con- 
demned ; they then turned their indignation and 


revenge upon his accuſers, for Antiſthenes Was 
the occaſion of baniſhment to Anytus, and of 


death to Melktus. 
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T becomes thoſe, who are ſet apart for 
ſtudy and retirement, to employ their 
minds about the attainment of ſuch 


things as are honeſt, and tend to a virtu- 


ous and happy way of life, ſuch as ſerve 


to the improvement of their own reaſon 
and underſtanding, and to the promoting 
of virtue and piety amongſt mankind. 

The preceding work, which I have- 


choſen to tranſlate, is the Apology of 


Socrates before his judges, in which he 
appears worthy his great Wiſdom and 
Philoſophy, when he enquires into the 


ſubjects of death and an hereafter, on 
which points the thoughts of chriſtians 
"G'S. mT 
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can only be raiſed above him in propor- 
tion to the advantage they have of ſcrip- 
ture and revelation. When the! iniquity 
of the times brought this great man to 


his execution, how noble is it to behold 


him receive his ſentence as if going ON an 
agreeable journey! This ſteadineſs and 
firmneſs proceeded from a conſciouſneſs 
of a well ſpent life, and the conjectures, 
which he had of a happy eternity. 

J purpoſe treating briefly in this Ap- 
pendix, firſt, of the knowledge, which 
the heathens had of religion, and their 
conjectures of a future ſtate; and after- 
wards, of the clearer knowledge, which 
chriſtians have of God by revelation, and 
their more aſſured hopes of another life. 
And firſt, of the knowledge, which the 
heathens had of religion, and their con- 
N of a future ſtate. 

Archbiſhop Potter tells us in his An- 
tiquities, that in Greece almoſt every 
city nad different gods, and different 

30des of worſhip. The Grecians in 
general, and the Athenians in particular, 
were ſo exceſſively ſuperſtitious, that they 
would not be content to worſhip their 
5 3 All- 
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ancient deities, but frequently conſecrated 
new ones of their own making; and be- 
fide theſe, aſſumed into the number of 
their own, the gods of all the nations 
with whom they had any commerce; in- 
ſomuch that even in Hefiod's time ph 
were thirty thouſand. There are, {ay 
he, thirty thouſand gods inhabiting the 
earth, who are dagen of Jupiter, and 
guardians of men“ . Yet tho' they were 
10 deſirous of new deities, none were 
worſhipped *rill they had been approved 
and admitted by the Areopagites, whoſe 
court was the molt ſacred and venerable 
tribunal in all Greece; and thence was 
it, that when St. Paul preached amongſt 
them Jeſus and the Reſurrection, he was 
ſummoned to appear | before this council, 
to give an account of his new doctrine. 
And the worſhipping of ſtrange gods 
was the crime for which Socrates was ac- 
cuſed and condemned, as Laertius in- 
forms us. Among the ancient Philo- 
ſophers there were three hundred different 5 


8 


8 


»Deiſm Revealed, Vol. 1. p. 87. & 406, 
5 
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opinions concerning their ſupreme deity, 
Or rather as Varro fays, three hundred 
Jupiters or ſupreme deities. So that So- 
crates, who never travelled out of Greece, 
nor, indeed, far from Athens, had nothing 
to erect a ſcheme of religion or morality 
on but the ſcattered fragments of truth 
darkened by endleſs ſuperſtitions, and 
handed down from time immemorial 
among his countrymen, or imported by 
Pythagoras, Thales, and others, who 
had been in Egypt and the Eaſt. Theſe 
he picked out From a heap of abſurdities 
and errors, and by the help of an extra- 
ordinary capacity, laying them together, 
comparing them with the nature of 
things, and drawing conſequences from 
them, found reaſon to queſtion the ſound- 
neſs of the bir Theology and Mo- 
rality, He realoned extremely well _ 
againſt the editing errors of his time; 
and acted with a firmneſs in the cauſe of 
virtue ſuitable to the ſtrength of his na- 
ture, and the lights he enjoyed; and his 
Philoſophy, like his wide Monitor, 
ſerved to ſhew him what he ought to for- 
bear and avoid. He ſeems to have been 
; JOY 3 
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an inſtrument, in the hand of Providence, 


to beat down, or at leaſt ſhake the errors 


of Paganiſm. And there have been in 
almoſt every age in the heathen world, 
ſome wiſe and good men, who have 
made it their buſineſs to duc and 
practiſe the duties of natural religion 
.. themſelves, and to teach and exhort 


others to do the like. Among the 


Greeks Socrates was an extraordinary 
example of this kind. Concerning 
whom we read in the preceding, - 1 Apo- 
logy, how diligent he was in e zhor ing 
and teaching every one; that he did no- 
thing elſe, but go continually about, 


erfuadi ng both old and young, not to 


be ſo much ſolicitous to gratify the appe- 
tites of the body, or to heap up we: th, 


or to raiſe themſelves to honour, or gain 


any outward advantage whatſoever, as 
to improve the mind by the continual 
exerciſe of ail virtue and goodneſs: 


teaching them that a man's true value 


dic 
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* Evid. of Nat, & Rev: Balg, p. 132, 
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did not ariſe from his ehe, or from any 
outward circumſtance of life; but that 
true riches, and every real good, Whether 
publick or private, proceeded wholly 
from virtue. After him, Plato and 
Ariſtotle and others followed his exam- 
ple, in teaching morality. So that it 
may fuſtly be ſuppoſed, that theſe men 
men were raied up and deſigned by Pro- 
vidence, as inftruments to reprove in 
ſome meaſure, and put ſome kindof check 
to the extreme ſuperſtition and wicked- 
neis of the nations wherein they lived; or 
at leaſt to bear witneſs againſt, and con- 
.demn it, For this reaſon, ſome of the 
ancient writers of the church have not 
ſcrupled to call Socrates and Heraclitus, 
and others of the beſt heathen Moraliſts, 
by the name of Chriſtians: this too is an 
obſervation of the excellent Black wall on 
the Sacred Claſſicks, who ſays farther, 
Perhaps the 2004 men might carry their 
reſpects to tne heathen Moraliſts too far; 
but they are certainly right when they 
tell 


8 e * D n _— * — —— — 


— ETSY WT 


* Evid, of Nat, and Rev. Relig. p. 132. 
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tell you, that as the * law of Moſes was, 


as it were, a ſchoolmaſter to bring the 
Jews to the faith of Chriſt, ſo found 
moral Philoſophy was to the Gentiles a 


_ preparative and introduction to the 


+ Goſpel. I And thus far may ſafely be 


1 that & whatever any of theſe 


men were at any time enabled to deliver 


wiſely and profitably for the advantage 
and benefit of the world, even in its 
blindeſt and moſt corrupt ſtate, was de- 
rived to them by a ray of that infinite 
goodneſs, which does good to all ; from 
God the ſole author of truth and wiſdom, 
But then it is certain the effect of all 
the teaching and inſtruction of the 3 
Philoſophers in the heathen world, wa 

in compariſon ſmall and meinde ebe 
They were not able to turn men from 
their abſurd idolatry, to the acknowledg- 
ment and worſhip of the true God. 


Their 
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* Clem. Alexand. Strom. 1. 
+ Juſtin Apol. 2. 
I Evid. of Nat. and Rev. Relig. p. 133. 
9 Origen in Cell. I. 6. 


| Evid. of Nat. and Rev, Relig. p. 134. 
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Their diſciples, at leaſt the practiſers of 


their doctrine, were in their own life- 
time, * very few; as too plainly appears 
from the evil treatment, which, we lee, 
Socrates met withal at Athens. And 

their followers quickly fell back into the 
common 1dolatry, ſuperſtition, and cor- 
ruption of manners, which then prevailed | 
in the world. Theſe conſiderations ſo 


much affected Plato, that great admirer 
of Socrates ; that he ſornetiniies ſeems to 
| give over all hopes of working any re- 


formation in men by Philoſophy; and 


ſays that a + good man, when he conſi- 
ders theſe things, would even chuſe to ſit 


quiet, and ſhift for himſelf ; like a man 


that in a violent hurricane, creeps under 


a wall for his defence, and ſeeing the 


whole world round about him filled 


with all manner of wickedneſs, be con- 


tent, if, preſerving his ſingle ſelf from 


iniquity and every evil work, he can pals 


away the preſent life in peace, and at 


Lai die with neil and a good hope. 


\ 


Hut 


1 k 


— 


Arnob. adverſ. Gentes, lib. 2. 
+ Plato de Repub. 1. 6. 
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But farther, the Philoſophers were not 
only unable to reform mankind, but were 


themſelves ignorant of the firſt and moſt 


neceſſary thing of all, the * nature and 
attributes of God himſelf, notwithſtand- 
ing the general helps of reaſon, theſe they 
confeſſed were very difficult ta nd out, 


and ſtill more difficult to explain. And 


Socrates himſelf always openly profeſſed, 


that he pretended to be wiſer than other 


men, only in this one thing, that he was 
duly ſenſible of his own 1gnorance, and 
I believed that it was merely for that 
very reaſon, that the Oracle pronounced 
him the wiſeſt of men. With regard to 


outward worſhip alſo, how this was to be 


pertormed, they could not with any cer- 

tainty diſcover. Lactantius obſerves that 
Socrates, at the concluſion of one of the 
beſt diſcourſes that ever was made by any 
Philoſopher, ſuperſtitiouſiy ordered a 


cock to be offered in ſacrifice for him to 


Eſculapius. Tho' Plato and the more 
conſidering Fabepber could not for- 


bear 


Plato in Timæo. Þ+ Apol, Soe. Seck. 6. 
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bear frequently declaring that they 
* thought thoſe rites could avail little on 
nothing towards appeaſing the wrath of 
a provoked God, or making their prayers 
acceptable in his ſight; but that ſome- 
thing ſtill ſeemed to them to be wanting, 
though they knew not what. Theſe 
great men had moreover much doubtful- 
neſs, and uncertainty in their conjectures 
concerning a future ſtate. For Socrates 
ſpeaking to his judges a little before his 
death, +I am now, ſaid he, about to 
leave this world; and you are {till to 
continue in it: Which of us have the 
better part allotted us, God only knows. 
And again, a little before, in the ſame 
if pech! to his friends, 1 have good hopes 
I am now going into the company of 
good men, who have departed out of this 
life. And if death be only as it were a 
aſſage from hence to another place; 
| and. thoſe things, which are told us, be 
indeed true ; that thoſe, who are dead to 


us, do all live there : : then what a glori- 
ous 


* 


2 


Plato's Alcibiades 2. + Apol. Soc, Sc, 23. 
4 Ibid. Sect. 22. and Plato i in Phæd. 
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ous exchange muſt it be! Tully * tells 


us, that theſe contemplations had ſuch 
an effect upon Socrates, that when he 


was tried for his life, he neither defired 


any advocate to plead his caule, nor 
made any ſupplication to his judges for 
mercy ; and on the very laſt day "of his 
life, made many excellent diſcourſes upon 


this ſubject; and a few days before, when 


he had an opportunity offered him to 
eſcape out of priſon, he would not lay 
hold of it. Yet theſe great men expreſ- 
ſed a doubtfulneſs on this point, as we 


find by Cicero ſpeaking himſelf of the 


lame ſubject : 1 Will endeavour, ſaith 
+ he, to explain what you deſire; yet 1 
would not have you depend upon what 


T ſhall ſay, as certain and infallible ; but 
I may gueſs, as other men do, at what 
ſhall ſcem moſt probable : and farther 
than this, I cannot pretend to go. 
Having thus ſhewn the knowledoe, 


which the Heathens had of religion and: 


a future ſtate ; (by availing wyſelf of 
es Dr. 


« 3 » / 
2M. 2 2 2 . 2 4 ä 
- os a 4 J 7 - 


— I” 


* Tyſc, Queſt, lib, 1, + Idem ibid, 
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Hr. S. Clarke's Citations from the wiſeſt 
and beſt of them) I ſhall in the next 

place ſhew, as I propoled, the clearer 
knowledge, which chriſtians have of God 
by revelation, and their more aſſured 
hopes of another life. The Philoſophers 
among the heathens, as was before ob- 
ſerved, could not reform mankind, and 
turn them from their abſurd idolatry to 
the acknowledgment and worſhip of the 
true God. They had not a clear 
Knowledge of the method of God's go- 
verning the world, his deſign in creating 
mankind, the original dignity of human 
nature, the ground and circumſtances of 
men's preſent corrupt condition, the man- 
ner of the divine interpoſition neceſſary 
to their recovery, and the glorious end 
to which God intended finally to conduct 
them: all theſe doctrines the chriſtian 
religion teaches us, and they have every 
one of them a natural tendency, to 
reform mens manners; and do all of 


LY them together make up the moſt con- 


ſiſtent 


* — 


* Evid. of Nat. and Rev. Relig. P. 138. 
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fiſtent and rational ſcheme of belief, in 
the world. Plato one of the wiſeſt of 
the heathens * weakly adviſes men to 
worſhip inferior gods, demons and ipl- 
rits, and condemned not the worſhipping 
even of ſtatues and images, dedicated 
according to the laws of their country; 

as if the honour they paid to lifeleſs idols 
could procure the favour and good-will 
of God the creator of all things. + The 
holy myſteries in the heathen religion 
conlecrated to Ceres and Bacchus were 
ſuch as Cato was aſhamed to be preſent | 
But on the contrary, the chriftiin | 
religion teaches us to worſhip God, who 
is a moſt holy being, with a pure mind, 
and with ſuch actions, as are exactly |} 
{ſuited to exalt our nature to its original 
perfection; we are commanded to pray 
wor ſuch things as are for the glory of | 
God: and for thoſe things that lead to | 
eternity, we are to pray With all earneſt- 
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neſs, viz. for pardon of our paſt ſins, 
and for the aſſiſtance of the ſpirit for the 
future, that we may be able to reſiſt ſin- 
ful remptations, and continue in a godly 
courſe. In the chriſtian diſpenſation, 
juſtice, mercy, and truth are met toge- 
ther, righteouſneſs and peace have kiſſed 
each other. * For what can be imagined 
more honourable, and worthy of the ſu- 
preme Governor of the worid ; than to 
ſhew forth his mercy and goodne 1s, in 
forgiving the fins of frail and fallible 
creatures, and ſuffering himſelf to be re- 
conciled to them upon their true repent- 
ance; and yet at the ſame time to cauſe 
ſuch an expiation to be made for ſin, by 
the ſufferings and death of his own Son 
in their nature, as might be an abundant 
evidence of his irreconcileable hatred 
againſt ſin, a juſt vindication of the au- 
thority and dignity of his laws, and a 
ſufficient and efic&tual warning to deter 
men from ſin, to create in them the 
oreateſt dread and deteſtation of it, and 
hs _ 5 for 
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for ever to terrify them from venturing 
upon wilful tranſgreſſion and diſobedi- 
ence? * as to the rewards which chriſti- 
anity promiſes; no age ever produced 


any more excellent. The Greeks, who 


had ſome hopes of another life, ſpoke 


very doubtfully concerning it, as appears 
from the diſcourſe of Socrates a little be- 
fore his death. And mankind could go 


no farther than conjecture on this point, 


till Chriſt diſcovered the true knowledge 
of their end, promiſing to his diſciples 


and followers another life after this, in 


which there ſhould be no more death, 
pain, or ſorrow, but our bodies will be 
in perpetual vigour; and in brightneſs 
exceed the ſtars; F and our minds being 
then enlarged to their utmoſt capacities, 
ſhall have a more perfect, certain and 
clearer knowledge of God than we can 
attain to in this life, and from the ſight 
of his glory, the love of his goodneſs, 


and 


. Groedas on the Truth of the Chriſt, Relig. 
p. 101. 
-F Nelſon Feſt. and Faſts. p. 421. 
H 
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o 
and the admiration of all his excellencies, 
we ſhall be transformed into his likeneſs, 
both in the purity and ſpirituality of our 
ſouls; whence muſt reſult infinite plea- 
ſure and ſatisfaction, inceſſantly expreſ- 
ſing itſelf in hymns of praiſe and thankſ- 
giving. Beſides, it muſt needs raile in 
us freſh tranſports of joy and rapture, 
to ſee our glorified Redeemer exalted to 
the right hand of God; and all the bleſ- 
ſed inhabitants of heaven, will, in a 
degree, contribute to our happineſs by 
their profitable and delightful converſa- 
tion. And to complete our bliſs, it ſhall 
never change nor have an end, but we 
ſhall paſs eternity, in knowing, and lov- 
ing, in praiſing and chearfully obeying 
the ſource and fountain of all truth. 
* We ſhall then, as St. Paul tells us, be 
come unto mount Sion, and unto the 
city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jeruſalem, and to an innumerable com- 
pany of Angels, to the general aſſembly 
and church of the firſt-born, which are 
ney Ss written 


le. * 


* 


* Hebr, 12, a2, 23, 24. 


Ar NN N II 
wVritten in heaven, and to God the judge 
of all, and to the ſpirits of juſt men made 


perfect, and to Jeſus the mediatour of 


the new covenant, and to the blood of 
. 


VT 

When a Copy of this Book was ſent 
down to me to examine whether there 
was any omiſſion in the Liſt of Sub- 
ſcribers; I was aſhamed to ſee the 
| ſhortneſs of the Work, and price it 
bears; but I comfort myſelf with this 
reflection, that Charity is not eaſily pro- 
woked. And here I beg leave to re- 
turn my grateful acknowledgements 
to my kind Benefactors for their ge- 
nerous Support; and can aſſure them, 
that the Publication has been delayed 
no longer than was neceſſary to avoid 
cramping the efforts of my Friends, 


for enlarging the number of my Sub- 
ſcribers. 
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